FR 


x. 4,7 


» y v 
Jas; 


» 


Ai 


nt 


l WW 5 
„e 
* 1 


EPISTOLARY DISCUSSIO 


* 


N 
Price 40 6d, 


* 
2 » 
p 5 
* 
Ly 6 | 
. : | 
* g 
| F — 
| * 
1 x | | 
' ty | 
* 
* * - 
\ ; | | 
. | | | 
; 0 | 
' | | | 
| : 
1 - 
* 
Y | | 
4 
, F 
1 


b * 4 
a 
* 
+ 3 * x 0 i * f 
* i | 
A 
— 
1 | | | 
8 : 
* : : | | 
_ ! 
- N 
. 
+ 0 


$ | 
ö 4 
ff 1 

. b 4 

OI {OR 

* kx +» 4, + 4 of : 

| | ——_— J . * 

. | | 
. N ; 
. | 

| | | \ — 
1 yo Z | F 


—— — * 8 * 2 — — 2 5 rr 
F E * os = 2 PR 
N — N a, + 3 1 4 
. SEN ITED.” ry 
SH : * 1 TS 3 ST 57 ” F 
a ” 3332 
| F 3d he Mee, LS A 
F — 5 ; A 2 
* 2 > ed 
£ * Re] 8 
73 ZZ . 
= - 33 * Ts * * 8 8 
- "oy : 7 1 * 
* 
4 


AN 
. EPISTOLARY DISCUSSIONWN 


WEI 


RELIGION, 


BETWEEN. 


G. W. 


A PROTESTANT OF THE 
' CHURCH OF ENGLAND, 
AND 


M. J. B. B. 
. FRENCH ROMAN CATHOLIC. 


— 


— -— vi. 


Omnia probate, 705 * , tenete. 


- Nu. all things, hold faſt that whick is good. 
1 Ep. to the Theſl. v. 21. 


* n 8 


— 


London, 1 PRE) 


Sold by T. CabE T and W. Davizs, in the 0 | 


J. BoosE v, Old Broad-Street; Ep. Lrorp, 


Great Mary- le- bone - Street; and Cook, 
Long-Acre, #. " ; 


— 
1 — 


Sad N 7 
4 — 
r - 
= — — <= = — 8 1 


. 
* 
. 
4 
R 
* — > " 

* 2 ern 2 Ars 4 0 2 CS 24 l 2 1 2 

4 <5 » 22 — PRE F 2 

OE BET gon ů mn. — — K x 


— 
EE ů*—˖ð— —— 2 
ü w TY EY On ²˙ wmMAAA ] — AA ² ²˙¹ÜQ.rTr——⅛.⅝i ' ——— . ooo EO — + —— 


Advertiſement of the Editor. 


* | Hl S is not one of thoſe controverſies, 
= wherein the ſame perſon objects and an- 
ſwers, careful not to ſtart queſtions he cannot 


reſolve, to his advantage. Meſſ. G. W. and 


of ſentiments equally liberal, and well known 
by r | 
public eſteem, "come here, as it were, by 
chance, to a diſcuſſion, of all others, the moſt 
important; and enter into it, with an unfeign- 
ed diſpoſnion of fighting their battle, to the 
utmoſt of their power. Nothing reſpecting the 
matter in debate, that can be objected, is omitted; 
and nothing objected, not to be given up, re- 


oft B. B. both equally free from prejudices, 


mains unanſwered. There is the ſame fairneſs, on 


both ſides, withqut either ſophiſtry, - or evaſion 
Thoſe ſharp and ſarcaſtic reflections, which 
by a diſappointed adverſary, are commonly 
recurred to, for want of a reply, are not to 
be found in theſe Letters. It is true, that 


Mr. G. W. availing himſelf of the privilege - 


he firſt claimed, of his free ſpeech on the 
duperſtitions of the Church of his Antagoniſt, 
Az e 


ſpective productions that entitle them to . 
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is, ſometimes, rather hard upon them; but 
Kill, it is done in a manner deprecating per- 
ſonal offence. If Mr. M. J. B. B. is not 
always even with Mr. G. W. in idiomatical 
expreſſions, an allowance is to be made in 
favour of his being a foreigner, who writes in 
a Janguage, he was, till lately, a ſtranger to. 


It is unneceſſary to obſerve that theſe Letters 
were not intended for the preſs; as any one, who 
Mall peruſe them, will ealily eines We 
are indebted, for their publication, to the friends 

of the Contendents. They wiſely thought, i 


that a diſcuſſion, on a ſubject ſo highly im- 


portant, made throughout with ſo much im- 
partiality and candour, could not but be me 
edle to . of all denominations. | 
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EPISTOLARY DISCUSSION 
DIG... 1 
RE EISA 
LETTER 


FROM G. W. T0 *. J. B. B. 
March . 1797. 


Sir, 


Y our anſwer to Mrs. E. the other 


day, when ſhe requeſted to know if . 


you did not think ſhe could be ſaved 
as well by the Proteſtant religion as 
by yours, 1hat all you knew on the ſubjett, 
zvas, there was only one way to Heaven; 
if Mrs. E. was in that way, you were 
not, if you were, ſie was not, ſhall apo- 
logize for the liberty I take, when 
Jam entreating you to be ſo good 
as otherwiſe to explain yourſelf on a 


ſubject 
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2 Epiſtolary diſcuſſion on Religion. 


ſubject of ſo much importance; for 
you need not to be told, Sir, that this 


anſwer which might be expected from 
your politeneſs, was not a ſatisfactory 
one to the queſtion that was put to 


you. It was a long time the topic of 


our converſation, after your departure; 


and upon Mrs. E. obſerving that du- 


ring the three years ſhe had had the 
honour of knowing you, ſhe had never 
heard you blame any one for their re- 


ligious opinions, and that you were 


(pardon me, Sir, her expreſſion,) the 
moſt charitable , Papiſt ſhe had ever 
known, it was agreed I ſhould pro- 


Poſe to you, to examine the ſubject 


in writing, conſcious that verbal diſ- 
euſſions on religion, rarely produce 


any good, moſily indeed finiſhing. by 


contention and enmity. 


If then, Sir, the propoftien is not 
unpleaſant to you, theſe are the condi- 


tions, on which I will willingly enter 
with you, into a controverſy ſo in- 


tereſting; FIRST 


Epiſi olary diſcuſſion on Religion.” 3 


 Fins>T, that you ſhall not be offended 
at the liberty with which I may cen- 


ſure what I do not approve in the 


doctrine of your Church. 


SECONDLY, that it ſhall never be made 
the ſubject of our diſcourſe, when we 
meet, either at Mrs. E's or elſewhere. 


TulnvLy, that you give me for rea- 
ſons, neither probabilities, nor Picus opini- 
ons, but authorities. 


LasTLy, Sir, that you carefully diſtin- 
guiſh dogmas, from diſcipliue; for I am 
of your opinion, that we ought | not 
to conſound the abufe with the inſti- 
tution, nor, as you ſay, cut down 
an tree for a few dead leaves.” 


! d 


On theſe 3 Sir, I am ready 
to commence a correſpondence with 


you, which in procuring me the ad- 
5 Vantage of a nearer acquaintance, can- 
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tf 


not fail enhancing the eſteem. with 


Wich 
4% 5 Iam, Sie, | 
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LETTER 


FROM M. I. B. B. TO G. w. 


March 17 : "2 97. 
sir, | „ 
I have 1 the honour. of 


yours, and haſten to anſwer it: I will, 
with all my heart, enter with you into 


A 


the diſcuſſion you propoſe. I am not 


at all deterred from it by your condi- 


i tions; becauſe, to give the reaſon of 


my belief, when required, is to me a 
ig I ſhall be always ready to fulfil. 


It is very true, Sit, as Miferved by 
Mrs. E. that I blame no one on account 


of his religious tenets. I think that 
he whom we Judge to be in errour, is 


miſ- 


En diſcuſſion on Religion. 5 


s miſerable enough, without our taking 
upon us, againſt Gods prohibition, to 
puniſh him for it, out of an indiſereet 
zeal, in no way excuſable; but, pray, 
Sir, do not miſunderſtand me: to have 
a regard for erring people, is by no 
means to approve their errour; ſuch 
a charity would be a crime, a ſhameful 
deſertion of truth; and, though | love 
all men, be their religious opinions 
what they may, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt 
will have me ſee in every one the 
neighbour I am commanded to love, 

T fhould be miſunderſtood, if it was 
from thence argued, as my ſentiment, 4 
that 1 agree any way may lead to 
Heaven: no, Sir, I believe there 
is one only, and that a very narrow 
one, that leads to it; and undoubtedly 
ſo do you; but what you may believe 
and I do not, is, that to be in that 
way, it is enough to believe in Chriſt 
and receive, as infpired from God, the 
old and new teſtament, in whatever 
| manner they be underſtood; as if truth 
- 640 1. B3 i was 


6 Epiltolary diſcullou on Relig on. 
was not eſſentially one and indiviſible; 
and two people of a contrary opinion 
on the fame ſubject might be both 
right: ſurely, Sir, if one is ſo, the 
other is neceſſarily wrong. Hence the 
neceſſity for us attentively to examine 
before we take a part, in a matter 
ſo highly important, on which de- 
| conc our YET: welfare. ; 


In F to atria methedically 

in our diſeuſſion, without unneceſſary 

_ preamble, I will -ingenuouſly lay be- 
fore you the faith of the Roman Ca- 
tholie, free from every thing not ef- 
ſentially belonging to it, leaving you to 
judge if it be that faith, eſtabliſhed by 
Jeſus Chriſt, without which, it 5 im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God. Heb. xi, 65 I 
ſhall afterwards anſwer your objeRi- 
ons, if you think fit to make any, as I 
doubt not but you will; and, ifT am fo 
happy as to convince you that the 
Roman Catholic is in the way we 
| wg to ſollow, to go to Heaven, I 
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Epiftolary diſcuſſion on Religion. 7 
ſhall be too mnch repaid for my trou- 
ble, and ſincerely will pray to God, 
to complete in 'you, and any one of 
thoſe who may be concerned in our 
diſcuſſion, what, through my interven- 
tion, he ſhall have been n to 


. ane | 


I ſhall FIR you, as frm as poſſible, | 
an'expoſition of the Roman Catholic's 
faith, requeſting, before-hand, you 
will excuſe my bad Engliſh, and over- 


-Jook the language in a" _ my ear- 
neſt er to prove that 


1: am with reſpeRt, sir, 
NMI. 1 B. 


LETTER 


8 FEpiltolaty dicuſion on Religion. 
L We 'P 1 R 
FROM N. T B. B. 170 6: W. 
March 28, 1797. 
Sir, 

A few preliminary eee 
ought to precede the expoſition I have 
to lay before you. It is certain, that 
the truths and maxims wereceive as in- 
af pired from God, were not delivered to 
men in writing; that the firſt written 
- Goſpel, namely that of St. Matthew, 

.was not penned, until g, or 10 yeats 
after Chriſt's aſcenſion ; that the time 
when thoſe of St. Mark and St. Luke, 
the diſciples of the apoſtles, from whom, 
they had their information, were pub- 

liſhed in writing, is quite uncertain ; 
that St. John's Goſpel was not formed 
into a book, until near 100 years after 
Chriſt's coming into the world; that 
little, as it is, what we have of the 
acts of the Apoſtles, dates from the 


7-hhong of Chriſt, 63, and their epiftles 


wette all written at epochs more or leſs 
# 4 * 4 4 re- 


 Epiftlolary diſcuſion on Religion. 9 
remote from the infancy of the Chriſtian 
religion. It is likewiſe eertain that 
ſeveral apocryphal goſpels, with divers 
other writings, falſly attributed to the 
Apoſtles, were in the mean time pub- 
liſhed. 

Hence it follows that. the work of 
God would have been imperfect and 
deficient, if before theſe truths and 
maxims were written, there had not 
been certain and unqueſtionable means 
to know them, as alſo to diſtingumſh, 


when written, between the books which 


were ſaid to contain them, thoſe which 
did it really, from thoſe which did not; 
thoſe which were inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt, from thoſe which were not; 
_ thoſe which were written by the apoſto- 
lical men they were attributed to, from 
thoſe which were attributed to them, 
and were not written by them.* 


But ſuch infallible means were, by | 


God himſelf, enſured to us, in the te- 


* The word of God deſcended by tradition, from 
the TS throu gh. a A ſucceſſion of the 
11 $66 "4 timony 
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timony of the Catholic Church, which 
made St. Auguſtim ſay: I ſhould not be- 
tieve the Goſpel, vere I not moved thereunto 
by the aut hority of the Catholic church. tom: 
viii, c. v, p. chv. ed. Ben. All that 
the teſtimony of the Catholic Church 
declares to us to be revealed from God, 
we mutt believe to be ſo, and only 
believe to be ſo, what is, as ſuch,” af- 
certained by her teſtimony. Where- 
tore, ſince, in matter of faith, there 
is nothing truly certain, but what the 
Church of Chriſt believes and teaches 
as ſuch, and the books we receive as 
inſpired from God, are only the ex- 
preſſion of it, conſecrated by her teſtimony 
and authority, this ought to be, and will 
be the firſt article, with which we ſhall 


- Hhogin our expoſition of the Roman Ca- 
ol 8 faith. 2 


faithful, for upwards of 360 years, until the pre- 
ſent canon of the ſcripture was eſtabliſhed * the 
church, in the council of Laodicea. 


+ 85 EXPOSTTION 


Epift lary diſ uin on Religion." 11 
EXPOSITION © 


OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC'S 
og TACT 

The Roman Catholic bales. that 
the Church, out of which there is no 
ſalvation, is the Catholic and Apoſto- 
lie Church, the hea d of which, the 
Pope, ſucceſſor of S. Peter, by a viſible 
and uninterrupted ſucceſſion of about 
2350 biſhops, acknowledged as ſuch, by 

the Chriſtian world, has, generally 
ſpeaking, always reſided in Rome from 
her eſtabliſhment, for which reaſon, 
ſhe is called Ae Catholic, Apoſtolic and 
Roman Church. 


That the eue 18 infallible, i ie, 
| that, if any part or parts of her happen 


to fall into errour, Jeſus Chriſt will bot 


permit that the others fall into it, at 


the ſame time; fo that, when duly ins) 


terrogated on the controverted point, 
their anſwer, God making good his 
word recorded in Matt xxviii, 20, ſhall 


EL declare the truth, ſuch as it was 


taught 


12 Epiſtolary diſcuſſion on Religion. 


taught by Jeſus Chriſt and preached by 
his apoſtles and their lawful ſucceſſors, 


That there are ſeven ſacraments of 
the new law, underftanding by a ſa- 
_ crament, a ſeuſible ſen of inviſible grace. 
Viz. BayrisMm, EucnarisT, ConFir- 
MATION, PENANCE, HoLyY oRDERs, 
EXTREME UNCTION and, MATRIMONY ; 
the exiſtence of which ſtands prov ed 


by what follows. ; 


Barrism; : Unleſs a man be born a gain 
of water and the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. John, in, 13. 


- EvcuarisT: Un/eſs you eat the fleſh of 
4 ſon of man, and drink his Blood, you 
5 frail not have lifein you. John, wi; 34- -/ 
' CONFIRMATION : They laid their hands 


upon them, and they hatred the Holy- 
16-6 Acts, vili, 17. | 


- PeNANCE: Wieſe Fo ns — « flatl forgive, 
£7 they are - forgiven them, and whoſe you ſhall 
Ws 2 are retained. John, xx, 23. 

HoLyY ORDERS 


Ep 2 ry diſcuſſion on Religion. 13 


Horx oRDERS: 1 admoniſſi thee; that tlou 
Leir up the grace of God which is in thee, by 
tlie impoſition of my hands. 2 I im. i, 6. 


ExTREM E UNCT10N: Let them (the 
prieſts) pray over him, (any tick perſon ) 
annointing him with oil iu the name of the 
Lord, and if he be in fins, they A be 
W him. n. V, 14. 


| MATR1MONY: it is not ſo explicitly 
recorded in the ſcripture as a ſaera- 
ment, but the Church, by declaring 
that it was always received by all the 
Catholic world, as a ſacrament of the 
new law, has removed all doubt about 
its exiſtence, as ſuch. et) 


The "Roan Catholic, conſiſtently 
with the | Apoſtles? creed; and thoſe 
of St. Athanaſius and Nieea the con- 
tents of which he profeſſedly receives, 
believes that there is one God only, 
in three perſons, who alone is adora- 


"They and whom alone he adores. 
18975 9 1 
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That we are all redeemed: by Jeſus 
Chrift who is the N mediator of 
our redemption. 


Moreover, that Jeſus Chriſt is, in 4 
ſpiritual manner, really and ſubſtantially 
preſent in the Euchariſt, conſcious that 
he can do more than we can conceive, 
and ſeeing that he could not make uſe 
of clearer and plainer words than he 
did, to make us believe it, ſaying that 
"the body he gives to his (diſciples, js 

the ſume body that ſhall be delivered to 
death ; that the blood he gives them, is the 
fame blood that frall be hed on the croſs 
For them. Luke xxii, 19. 1 Cor. xi, 24. 
and as ſuch, as preſent in that inſeru- 
e e he p- 88 125 and adores him. 


That Jeſus Chriſt, by. commanding 
his Apoſtles, at his laſt ſupper, to do 
what he had juſt done, ordered them, 
and in their perſons, their ſucceſſors, 

| biſhops and prieſts, to offer in that ſpi- 
3 ritual mauner, the ſacrifice he was to 
4. EE | J =: 2 offer 


22 2 an 22 15 


offer upon the eroſs, for the redemp- 
tion of the world, in which ſacrifice, 
that pure offering which the prophet. 
MalLAchi foretold, i, 11, ſhould be 
offered in every place among the Gen- 
tiles, we preſent to God the price of 
our redemption, and feed our ſouls 


upon the victim offered, the whole of 
which is under the ſpecies of bread, as 


well as under the ſpecies of wine, un- 
der every particle of either, as well as 
under the whole of each; for that 
Jesus Chriſt being riſen from the dead, 
not to die agairi, his fout and body 
cannot be ſeparated ; ſo that he who 
receives it under one kind only, or a 
particle of one kind, (as it was the 
cuſtom of the primitive Church, to 


give it to children, to the ſick and to 
the faithful, in times of perſecution}. 

receives as much as he who receives 
it under the whale « of both Mn os: | X 


SS © © 


Jokes Chrilt,, are more than cofcinnthy: 
| ſatisfactory for our fins. Ry 
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That the holy feriptures written by men 
inſpired from God, contain not the 
words of men, but the word of God, 


which can /ave bur, fouls. Jam. i, 21. 


and as ſuch, muſt be read and medi- 
tated upon, by every one of the faith- 
ful, but with a que ſubmiſſion to the 
Catholic Church, to which it belongs 
to point out to us its true ſenſe, with 


the ſame certainty with which ſhe 


declared it to be revealed by the Holy 


Ghoſt, YES firſt N into books. 


- That every think that Jefub Chriſt 


did and ſaid, not being written, John 
xxi, 25, traditions ' taught, preached 


and delivered, as the word of Chriſt, 
and received and believed as fuch, 2) 
all the faithful,” generally ſpeaking, in 
| all a ages and' without interruption, muſt 


be, according to the doctrine of St. 


Paul, 2 Theſſ. ii, 14, aſſented to, with 


put faith, as Te written ones. 


That there isa third place he als” 
EL B10: Purgatory 
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Purgatory; - where departed fouls, not 
free from every kind of debts due to the 
zuftice of God, or guilty of fins unre- 
pented of, but not deferving eternal 
puniſhment, are purged and purified 
before their admittance. into Heaven; 
and that ſuch ' ſuffering ſouls may be 
releaſed by the holy ſacrifice, the 
prayers, alms deeds and other pious | 
works of their fellow. members. Rs 


on Larth. | 
0305 IO BARE 


That therein a eas pin 
5 intimated by our Lord, Matt. #5 
22, when he ſays, Fe that All ſpeak 
againſt the Holy Choft, it fhalt 7 not = "ne 
given him, nexther in this wortd, 
world" to come; by which ernie © Hain 
fuppoſes that, though theſe” ſhall not 
yet ſome ſins ſhall be forgiven in the 
world to eome; whieh, ſinee it can 
not be in Heaven, - where no. ſin- can 
enter, nor in Hell, where there is n 

remiſſion, muſt be neceſſafily; in fome 
middle liste : * thefame i is argued from 
1 . 8 _ theſe 


* 
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theſe words:of S. Paul, 1 Cor, i I, 15, 


| 3 He himſelf ſhall. be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire: 
1 alſo from the _—___ of the Jews, 
i! 2 Mac. xii, 43. 1 


Laſtly, that there is a power + 
the Church of granting indulgences, by 
which nothing more is meant, than a 
| | releaſing, to ſuch as are truly penitent, 
the debt of temporal puniſhment which 
I ( witneſs King David, 2 Sam. xii, 10.) 
may remain due on account of thoſe 
ins, which, as to the guilt and eter- 
if nal puniſhment, have been already re- 
b mitted by repentance and confeſſion. 
Convinced. of this truth, the Church 


1 of God, beſides the hearty repentance 
| | wand confeſſion infiſted upon, for the 
daiſcharge of the guilt of ſin, always 
i required, from the beginning, ſevere 
: e for the diſcharge of the tem- 
= poral, puniſhment. We have an in- 


ſtance of St. Paul granting an indul- 
gence to the inceſtuous Corinthian, 
| ria he ſaid, 2 Cor. ii, 10 To What 
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ye forgive any thing, 7 forgive allo, for 
if 1 forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, 
For your ſakes forgave I it in the ee 

of Chriſt. 


19 


* Sachin, Se the 4 . 1 


Catholic; if I have omitted any ar- 
ticle of it, or not explained to your 
ſatisfaction thoſe I have laid down, I 
will readily 'repair the omiſſion, when 
known, and enter, upon all, into any 
detail you may with for; 

I: am with fincere reſpect, 5 


M. J. B 


* > 122 1 


r 


IT LETTER. OY 
FROM 6. W. TO N. J. Ah 1 
| 2 2005. 1797. 
Sir, „„ 
7 IF. the belief of pe Hina 
| . is ſuch as you repreſent, I 
have been much deceived, for my ideas 
upon it, are very different; and, to 

40 50 ſpeak 
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ſpenk my true ſentiments, I think you 
ſhew me, only one part of the picture: 


Let it be'as it may, my obſervations 


and objections ſhall point out to you, 
where I think it flattered and unlike, 
Eon s to what 1 of 5.7 heb 


11 am of your opinion, that be h- 


ticle of the Church and her authority, 


ought to be the preliminary and baſis 
of our diſcuſſion, as it reſolves many 
queſtions which, for want af authori- 
ty, would remain inſoluble. | Your 
notions on this head, have my perfect 
approbation : they ſhew me the Church 
ſuch, as Ieonfefs, Thave never view - 
ed it before. L am offended then 
at her infallibifity , and fee evidently 


the neceffity for all Chrifttans to ſub- 


mit to her decifiens. The misfortune 
is, that many people, more zealous 


than wiſe, very - often give as her de- 


aiſions, What are net ſo, and thus hurt 
the caufe of reli gien, While attempt - 


ing t ſex ve al + ſhall probably have 


"0 | occaſion 


* „„ „ö 
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occaſion A to ww ai | 


Your Avid of ſacraments offers 
nothing but conſolation to men; and 
in caſe it were not true; - T could: wiſh 
it was. I ſhall hereafter have oppor- 
tunity to make ſome objections on the 
ſubje&t, which I ſincerely deſirè you 
will anſwer in a par manner. 


The Roman 8 you 4p a- 
dores one God in three perſons, and 
adores him only: What then do you do 
before your ſtatues and images, ſur- 
rounded with flambeaux and orna- 5 
ments, if you do not adore them? I 
do not know in what adoration con- 
fiſts, or I ſhould ſuppoſe, when 1 ſee 
a man proſtrated before an image, that 
he is paying adoration to it. What 
do you do on Good Friday, on your 
knees before a croſs you cover with 
kiſſes? - Surely you will not ſay you do 
not pay it adoration ; forl have myſelf 


a * 8 
. 5 3 | R * . heard 


LEY 


8 x — „% „ 
. — . * 4 * "Ph; e A ee eee : 


heard Roman Catholics ſay, that on 
that . 1 8 the 155. 


. Fei . the Sm . 
tholic. believes that we are all ſaved 
hy the paſſion and death of Jefus Chriſt, 
that he is our only mediator. Of what 
ſignification then are your invoca- 
tions to ſaints? What ſignify thoſe 
prayers you addreſs to the Virgin in 
all your books of devotion; where you 


| call her, your life, your hope, where you 


bes y her to beſtow. on you purity of life? 
hy does the ſervice of your Church 
confiſt more in prayers to ſaints, than 
to God! YI am told, that when in 
your religion, the feaſt of a ſaint hap- 
pens, on a Sunday, you. perform the 


office of the ſaint, in preference to that 
; of God! Can any thing be more ab- 


furd? Is it not, placing the Servant 


before the Maſter : ? 


T 


Attracted by your Mel. 'T have 
fametimes entered your chapels, on a 
OY 


_— e nn 
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Sunday afternoon; and as I underſtand 
a little Latin, I have once had patience 
(which other wiſe I ſhould not) to liſten 
to long anthems addreſſed to ſaints, 
at the end of which I thought we 
ſhould never arrive; Iwas near a man 
who, without comprehending them, ap- 
peared to me to follow them in his book 
very exactly; ; he had the goodneſs to 
hold it open between us, refering me 
with his finger to each in turn, With» 
out paſſing by a ſingle one; and yet 
Fou fay, you acknowledge only one me- 
dlator, Jeſus Chrift In truth, Sir, you 
will not eaſily make me believe this. 


Theſe obſervations naturally bring 
me to another I cannot avoid making; 
you know without doubt, that I in- 
tend ſpeaking of the language in Which 
you recite your ſervice: it appears le 
me indeed very ridiculous to pretend 
to honour God, by repeating words 
we do not underſtand: of ſuch it may 
be * properly * they honour him only 

with 
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with their lips. I do not know, Sir, 
whether you underſtand Syriac; but 
ſuppoſing you do not; what would 
you ſay, were you obliged to recite 
in that language, during an hour and 
more, words, you are informed, com- 
poſe a fine prayer? If the merit of 
prayer was in proportion to the repug- 
nance one has to overcome, in ſaying 
it, mine, I aſſure you, would be very 
great; for nothing is more painful to 
me, than to be obliged to read what 
1 cannot comprehend: I would with 
to know how you explain, on this ſub- 
jeR, 1 Cor. xiv, not to ſee in it your 
own condemnation. 


I once had the curioſity to go to 
your Maſs, when I had been told you 
preached. in Latin; I was agreeably 
undeceived in this point, for I heard 
in Engliſh, a very good ſermon, which 
appeared to me as ſolid, as well deli- 
vered; but I was more than ever con- 
| vinced of the ridiculous abuſe I had 


i before 
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before: been offended at. F was never 
more ſarpriſed than to ſee manifters 
(whoml imagine alſo to be prieſts) read- 
ing, or rather ſinging tos their hear - 
ers their duty and obligations iz 4 
tongue unknown to them : ſeriouſly, Sir, 
fuch things muſt be ſeen, to gain belief. 


Upon my obſerving it once to a 
Gentleman of your perſuafion, he told 
me, the aſſiſtants had a tranflation 
of the Latin in their books: very 
well, replied I; but thoſe who know 
not how to read, or who have not a 
book (though 1 do not fee why what 
can be read ſo, could not as well be 
ſung) what edification can they re- 
ceive from the Latin you chant to 
them? Not the leaſt, ſurely: O but 
returned he, the ſermon that is made 
afterwards, explains this to them: 
ſuppoſing it to beſo, cried I. (though 
the ſermon I heard after, was neither 
on the goſpel nor on the epiſtle of the 
td at leaſt you cannot deny that 
#71 D all 
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this reading and chanting, in an un- 
known tongue, is thrown away, with- 
out procuring any glory to the Deity, 
or edification to the ignorant who, 
were they condemned to tell their dry 
beads during that time, could do it 
better at home undiſturbed by your 
chanting. Sir, replied he quickly, 
the Church is wiſe and has her rea- 
ſons for maintaining the cuſtom you 
blame. I ſhould have been glad to know 
where ſuch an attribute is warranted 
to your eceleſiaſtie legiſlators, not be- 
lieving that, becauſe Jeſus Chriſt ſaid 
to his diſciples (and I grant it, to their 

ſucceſſors) he would be' with them to 
the end of the world, they may, by 
any means, from thence infer that 
their future deeds ſhall always be wiſe 
and good, the words of Jeſus Chriſt, 
as before explained by you, fignify- 
ing only, that he will not permit er- 
rour to take place of the truths he 
had revealed to his Chureh; but, as my 


1 ſeemed rather diſpleaſed 
| with 
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with my queſtions and arguments, I 
thought proper to ſtop, adding only 
with a ſmile, that ſuch a n 
was unanſ werable. 


As What they ſay, that it is bet- 
ter to have the liturgy every where 
in Latin, for that it is a dead invari- 
able tongue, and any Catholie tra- 
velling, is ſure to find, wherever he 
goes, the maſs ſaid in the ſame idiom, 
is a very poor reaſon, indeed, import- 
ing in total, that it is better a tra- 
velling man be every where ignorant 
of what every where he hears, than 
to underliand it at home, with millions 
who never travel. When Latin was 
generally more known, in the Weſt, 
than any other tongue, and was ſookey | 
in common diſcourſe, fit it was that 
the maſs and other offices of the 
Church were ſaid in Latin: now that 
it is no more ſo, no longer ought they 
to be ſaid in that language. 


EL 
112 


26 Epifolary diſcuſſion os Religion. 


What you have ſaid on the Euchas 
riſt, is certainly. very incomprehenſible ; 
however, as we acknowledge ourlelves 
in the ſacrament, the energy and vir- 
tue of the body and blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is not eaſier to eompre- 
hend, nor leſs myſterious, I am not 

much againſt the ſenſe you. apply to 
the text in St. Luke; and indeed, to 
ſay the truth, I ſhould have little dif- 
ficulty to reconcile - myſelf to this arti- 
cle of your belief, which I ſee founded 
on authority, and very different from 
the idea I have hitherto entertained: 
I will not eonceal it from you; I be- 
lieved (and ſo do many others) that 
you. were, on this occaſion; guilty of 
idolatry; but as ſoon as Four- adora- 

tion is directed to Zeſus Chriſt only, whom 
faith unveils to you under ſpecies void 
of reality, the eaſe is altered, and though 
the denying a reality of ſubſtance to the 
ſpecies after the conſecration, be never 
ſo contradictory to our ſenſes; yet, as 
they may deceive us, wen the finger of 
| God 
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God intervenes, the authority on which 
you think they now, do it, being once 
unqueſtionable, there remains nothing 
to object to, we mult of courſe be ſilent 
and adore. In fact, were we to believe 
only what we can comprehend, the 
myſtery of incarnation, wherein Al- 
mighty God in one of the three perſons 
compoſing his eſſence, conſented to 
die, to the end,. we might as well 

ſay, of appeaſing himſelf, is no leſs, 

is much more incomprehenſible than, 


this. 


"But hk [ cannot fay 1 approve, 
though unable to refute, is the com- 
munion under one kind only, which 
ever has been the Practice of the 
Church in the time you mention, 
taking the ſacrament under both ſpe- 
cies, ſeems to me required by the in- 
ſtitution itſelf, in which both were 
made uſe of; and I could with at leaſt 
that exceptions ſhould only take place 


in the caſes you have related. 
D3 ä 


% Ppiflolivy nſalſon en "Region 


' T have often herd, on theſe Words 
bf Jeſus Chriſt, 4o bis in remembrance 
of me, objections againſt the real pre- 
ſence, to Which I ſhould. be glad to 
ſee your anſwer ; certain it Ge that 
one ſeems cotitradiftory to the other; 
and if I do not make any myſelf, it 
is becauſe the texts you Cite, as. proofs 
of Four ſentiment, appear to me to 
ſay more, . than thoſe who argue from 
the aboye againſt ty would have lere 
ügnify. eien | eb | 


* 11 


ou fee, Six. I am even with you 

in frankneſs; ; -and theſe eonceffions of 
mine, ought to be a a ple dge fo you of 
of f my ſincerity, when I am of an an 4. 
nion different t to yours: He 


x — 14 ; S 4 


x... 


10. m made a 1 p 1705 yet it pole 


matter for objeftions, think hard to 
ve. 
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refolve. Your dotrine' on this ſub- 
ject is perfectly known to me: you 
fay that the prieſt remits ſins to thoſe, 
who fincerely repenting, and forming 
a determined reſolution to amend and 
carefully to ſhun in future the occa- 
ſion of committing them, make of 
them an entire confeſſion to him: 
very well; but it feems to nggethat 
the remiſſion can never be other than 
conditional; the prieſt is ſuppoſed to 
fay: 1 remit your ſins, if yon are in 
the above ſaid diſpofition; but as no 
one can anfwer affirmatively he is in 
ſuch a diſpoſition, it follows that the 
faerament gives no aſſarance to the 
penitent that his fins are remitted; 
and all the benefit he gets by reeeiv- 
ing it { which however is not a con- 
temptible one) is confined to the good 
reſolntion he adopts by the advice of 
his confeſſor, and to the means point- 
ed out to him, of amending and living - 
a better life in future. All that he 
can ſay to himſelf, is, that he hopes 


"i 
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God has forgiven him the ſins he has 
confeſſed, which every contrite peni- 
tent may as well ſay without confeſſi- 
on; at leaſt the one has no more aſ- 
ſurance of it than the other. I have 
been always ſtruck with theſe objec- 
tions, when reflecting upon that ſa- 
crament, the exiftence of which can 


ſcarœ ) be denied. 


What you ſay about the ſeripture, 
appears to me the more reaſonable, as 
we have in this country a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of the ill conſequences reſult- 
ing from the liberty every one claims, 


of interpreting it after his own private 


judgment: we reckon in England, 


more than 30 tranſlations of the Bible, 
all of them more or leſs different from 


one another, in points of importance. 


| Surely no authority, but that which 
could infallibly aſcertain its authenti- 
city, ought to be allowed to deter- 


mine and Point out its true ſenſe. : ; | 


I likewiſe | 
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| T likewiſe agree with you, as to the 
authority you give to 'the unwritten 
tradition; ſueh as you define it, it 
commands our faith: but when 1 fee 
people diſputing to the utmoſt of their 
ſtrength, to maintain as faith, points 
grounded only upon the opinion of 
this or that holy father, an opinion 
which other circumſtances might have 
led him to give up or retract, witneſs - 
St. Auguſtine. who, out of an exceſs 


of zeal, often went beyond the right 


bounds: of truth, I'ſincerely-pity them, 
and heartily lament the injury which, 
through a pious ſtubborneſs, oY over 
i to religion they intend to ſerve. 5 
Whatever be the Authorities you 
ground your doQtrine of purgatory upon, 
I doubt whether they really come to 
the purpoſe, or, as they ſay, ad rem; 
I have read ſomewhere, that the holy 
fathers are far. from being unanimous 
on the import of the texts you quote, 
ſome - pretending that the words of 
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St. Matthew are to be underſtood, 

the impoſſibility there is for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God, which 
ſignifies only à very great difficulty; ſo 
that, when it is ſaid that the ſin. againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven, 
neither in this world; neither ' in the world 
to come, we. muſt underſtand that. ſuch 
a fin is hardly to be forgiven: Beſides, 
the ſin mentioned in that text, is a ſin to 
be forgiven, which is not upon purga- 
tory, - the doctrine of your Church 
that teaches ſouls are detained in it, 
for a temporal Ar Ane to ou 


forgiven. 


It is the ſame welth the words of st. 5 
Paul, He himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo 
as by fire, ſome holy fathers expound. 
ing them of the wicked in hell, who 
are ſaid to be ſaved by fire, in as much 
as they always ſubſiſt and continue in 
* and are not deſtroyed 929 them. 


4. to the books of Macabees which | 
. | we 
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we account apocryphal, they are not 
in this place, of authority to be ſub- 
mitted to; therefore, conſidering the 
above different interpretations, your 
doctrine of purgatory cannot be aſcer- 
tained, but by the authority of the 
Church, by which I would rather abide, 


if you can ſhew me it ſtands proved, 
as it ought to be, by her belief. 


You will perhaps find me hard to 
pleaſe; but I began by informing you 
probabilities would not ſatisfy me: if I 
am not miſtaken, your doctrine of 
purgatory, -is much indebted for its 
credit, to the zeal which, for fome 
ages paſt, prieſts have ſhewn, in hour. 
ly ſaying maſſes for which they were 
well paid, for the delivery of ſouls 
they ſuppoſed there detained. 


I am not ignorant of what is reports 
ed of St. Auguſtine, that he ſaid maſs 
for the repoſe of the ſoul of his mother; 


on which I will not tell you it ſeems 
3 | nay 
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not a little ſurpriſing, that prior to 
the time of St. Auguſtine, no other 
inſtance of the ſame is produced; but 

I could aſk you, to ſhew me how far 
this act of St. Auguſtine is a proof 
of purgatory, whether he offered the 
ſacrifice. of the maſs with a known 
intention that manifeſts his faith in 
that reſpect; for it may be that his 
action was no more a proof of his be- 
lief in purgatory, than the ſervice of 
the dead performed 6h our Church 


which demes it. | 


| Inglulgenaies,- 3 as YOu CX- 
plain them by the inſtanceyou quote, 
are, Sir, very different from thoſe 
I heard granted by the , Popes. I 
am willing to own that the Church 
has really the right you here attribute 
4 to her: if ſhe cannot be denied the 
* power we ſee her exerciſing of im- 
poſing penances of many years, ſhe 
muſt have, by the ſame reaſon, that 
of ng Ons When the fear 
of 
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of throwing him into deſpair dy too 
much rigour, (as was the caſe with 
the inceſtuous Corinthian) induces her 
to do fo; but it is not only with thoſe 
eanomeat pains your church pretends 
to diſpenſe, it is particularly (or I'am 
miſin formed) with thoſe of purgatory 
which your Popes, for any purpoſe of 
theirs, remit by days, months and years, 

though ignorant whether one ſhall have 
more to ſuffer than the good thief! Ihave 
even read in a book of yours, that the 
has the power of remitting all the tem- 
poral ſatis faction due to Ced, alter the 
fins are remitted as to the eternal on e. 
Surely, Sir, this is a ſtrange privilege, 
and I would be glad to know whence 
your Church has it. Granting that 
the ſcripture accords a power to the 
Church, of remitting ſins, I fee no 
where that God has likewiſe given her 
that of diſpenſing with the ſatisfaction 
due to his juſtice by the finner, whoſe 
fins he has been fo good to forgive as to 
the eternal puniſhment they deſerved. 
bis E 1 


— 
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The caſe of the prophet David cited 
as a proof of the ſatisfaction due after 
ſin is forgiven as to the guilt, , appears 
to me a very curious inſtance of it, 
as it ſeems to authorize the conclu- 
ſion that God has alſo given to the 
Church the power of diſpenſing with 
the. ſufferings, the penitent King had 
to bear, after he had heard from Na- 
than that-his fin was forgiven; for, to 
be ſure, otherwiſe the compariſon will 
not only be, as they ſay every com- 
pariſon is, lame, but quite /eg/e/s; and 
why, if it be ſo, ſhouldſhe not have alſo | 
the power of diſpenſing with death © 
which is another. puniſhment of - fin 
| forgiven ? but credulity could not here 
be impoſed upon: facts would ſpeak, 
while in the other caſe, it ſuffices to 
give them as certain, without being 
2 788 to me my to be ſo. 


. == As a complement. on the e in- 

bi vention, I have. been alſo told that 

ay the ſtock of your indulgences was com- 

up LL. Ez. poſed 
| | 
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eompoſed not only of the merits of 
Chrift, but of ſuperabundant merits in 
certain ſaints, as if God could not re- 
ward by his divers heavenly manſions, 
all they may have, and there was a 
remainder. to be diſpoſed of; but this 
18 an er 1 Never! nen 
5 „here is a "a in your Church 1 
ean by no means paſs over in ſilence, 
it ſeems to me ſo contrary to the very 
text of, ſeripture ; J mean the prohi- 
bition made to your; clergymen of 
marrying, if they think it neceſſary 
to the ſalvation of their ſouls; for I 
could with : with St. Paul, that he 
who is in the miniſtry of the altar, had 
never reaſons to enter into a ſtate, the 
duties of which oblige him to divide 
himſelf; but I wiſh it, as he does, on 
condition that he be not deprived of 
the liberty God allows him, it he can- 
not contain; and, as St. Paul ſays he 
has no prècept, J have been always 


greatly {urprized to ſee your Church 
8 


2 reel n — 
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to make yourſelf à prieſt: who told 


making one to a elaſs of men ſhe 
would exclude the ſanctuary, ne 
Heaven may call them, were th 

reſuſe to ſubmit to it. The marks To 
vocation to prieſthood, are without 
doubt rècorded in St Paul's Epiſtles to 
Timothy and Titus; but pray in what 
part of them have you ever read that in 


order to be a prieſt, a man ſhould re- 


nounce being a man? The apoſtle has 
not here a command of the Lord; and 


you, teaching another Goſpel, you iſſue 


out one harder to * than Low he 
has? > 


dat es ſap! bw aw pct cg 


you fo? If God to whom alone it be- 


longs to call us, as he did Aaron, calls 


me to the altar, am I not obliged to 
obey? Has he any where authorized 


you to oppoſe his will, by conditions 


you have no right to preſcribe? your 


| power of making diſciplinary. laws 
_ - muſt ſtop where you would add to the 
mn of Chriſt; and you are b 


« YEE cn Fr 3% 


_ } 
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in particular, to make any that may 
be . ruin of _ which otherwiſe: 


The Por olt's 10 your ae in 
—_ of which no one is ignorant, 
ould long ſinee have convinced your 
eccleſiaſtic legiſlators, of the 1 improprie- 
ty. of forbidding prieſts. to marry.. 
Without ſ peaking of the Capital, where 
many biſhops and abbots were famous 
for their intrigues, 1 have been told 
that the incontinence of your lower 
clergy in the provinces, was little leſs 
ſcandalous, and created greater ob- 
ſtacles to the ſanctification of ſouls, 
than examples to the contrary could 
overcome. | 
Wänting ſcriptate authority to for- 
bid prieſts to marry, you pretend to 
filence your contradictors, by ſaying 
the Church is wiſe, Firſt of all, I know 
not what vou mean, when you ſay the 
| Church. is S wiſe, Surely, vou do not 
| "Eq © "ns 
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— Hbaford.obſerved;] that your 


ecclefiaſtic lawgrvers.can make none 
but wiſe laws? I expreffed it to you, 


I am not offended at the. infallibility 


df the Church, ſuch as you explain 


it: it has a determinate object Which 


18, that in matters of faith and morality, 
ſe mall never conſecrate errour for : 
revealed 22 by het deciſions ; : but, 
where is it written that her laws of 


_ diſcipline, the goodneſs of which is 


not warranted. by God, ſhall always 
be impreſſed 1 with the flamp of wiſdom? 

No where, that I know: but the.cun- 
ning is inyiſible to thoſe only who 
will not ſee it: your legiſlators, to per- 
ſuade you that: their laws are all wiſe, 
and as ſuch, to be revered, have con- 
trived the aſſertion; and eredulous 
6mplicity.. ſtruck with what is awful 
in it, has, for want of diſtinguiſhing be · 

tween them and the infallible Church, 


been induced to helieve that, by biindly 


ſubmitting to their bigotted inventions 


Wes 3 Chriſt himſelf. It is a pity 
they 
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they have not alſo been able a.] ] ys 
to perſuade the world ef their omni- 
botende; that they had the power 6f 
difpoſing of erowns, on the fine ar- 
gument that he Who has a dominion 
over the nobleſt things, namely lunar 
forts, muſt have it” 6ver fefs noble, 
earthly ” Bingdonis r on this ether: 
that they are alfred all they will 
tooſe, Mat be” looſed,” and“ that alf 
they will bind, ſhall be bound; and 
as the word ad excepts nothi they 
could of courſe loofe the ties 125 bind 
ſybjeds. to their ſovereign, a man, to 
a man, and vice ver (a bind them; i. he 
blea was certainly ull : as good, and 
the conſequence in ever reſpet AS 
well drawn. Js Sir, by co ay L 
vocations of wor S, | be TE 5 oled 
upon, and truth 505 in tim bed n fo 2 


diſguiſed in your Ehurch, "as 5 make 


1 of Europe deſert her. , HOY 
mt Ni VOII 13 4 ol 
"Another argyment of theirs is ta 


port of this their invention, 7 leſs, 
No af 
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father, who Was pleaſed pioufly | to ad- 
vance it, as his opinion (though in in 
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if not more curious, is the following: 
the miniſters of the altar, under the 


eld law, were, they ſay, obliged to 


part with their wives, during the ex- 


ereiſe of their functions; well; there 
fore it is a erime for prieſts under the 


new one, to be married! Happy rea- 
ſoning! the former were alſo eireum- 


eiſed: it the old covenant is not done | 


away, fo, are the latter to be! riſum 
teneatis amici. 3 Woo iro 


— 


r an 


But they” mores WP thy, Upon. the ; 
ſentiment,” T know® n ot WHIcH holy | 


many other caſes they do not nl | 
the opinion of more than one to be a 


ſufficient 1 9 to argue from it 
as aw) 


that the apoſtles who were | 
married, "were EA, fo d part. with 
their Wives. | 
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tiles, - Cor: ix, Haus 'we no! power 1 
tead about a er (and not to ſay & wife) 
4 wem, as tuell as other apoſtles and the 
bretheren: of the Lord, aud Ceplus; but 
unleſs thefe women ſiſters were the 
apoſtles wives, the wives of that” tire 
were indeed very different from ours; 
for Fam pretty ſure that thofe of du 
days, though never ſo pious and de- 
vout, could not brock ſeeing their 
huſbands lead ſo about, with them; any 
other women, cuen on a Smilar errand. 
The patrons of this affertion ſhould 
beſides remember that the ſame apoſtle 
forbids ſuch a parting, or permits ft 
only for a time, and with the conſent 8 
of both parties; this bein ng more | 
khan a enkel very poſſible It i is "oak 
the conforts of ſome ot the apoſtles 
would have been fatis ed with 7 
bell, without aiming At doing Bei etter ; 
but the ridiculous contriyance "iſ be 
maintained at any 1 rate. 71 


5 
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And W would it be a Keimel Bt 
: prieſts 
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prieſts to marry? Is it becauſe ma- 
trimony is an union that would tarnifn 
the purity they muſt carry to the altar? 
But matrimony is Bonourable: matri- 
mony in your Church, is even onerof 
the ſacraments of the ne law one of 
thoſe, myſterious ſources from Mhenoe; 
ſay your divines, that ſalutary Water 
ſprings, which quickens. oun fouls, 
Without matrimony the wonld emerg- 
ing out of nothing, Was going again 
into nothing; dit upperts, it ꝓer pet u- 5 
ates its exiſtence, it is the faul pf atd- 
ation, the work of Which at,erow/ns; 
and e is its; daafh. A abidiot 
They talk of ioqrognency i re I lt 92 
from the marriage of prieſts is;, | 120 in 
truth, is it from the ; matrimony. « 
prieſts that the inconveniences talked 
| of, ariſe 5 Believe me, Sir, they have 
a very different cauſe „ When.  thole 
| honours, diſtinctions and ric} 88 With 
which you flatter and engage the am- 
Nen of your clergy, whom the 
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being in the church, what they cannot 
be in the world, rich and honoured, per- 
| ſuades that the abnegation you pre- 
ſcribe them, is not above their ſtrength, 
or ſhould it be, that they will be fur- 
niſhed with means to recom penſe 
themſelvés in private, for the ſacrifice 
they make in public; when I ſay, 
honours: and riches ſhall be no longer 
an object of expectation, a determin- 
ing motive in becoming a prieſt; when, 
let them be what they may, - marries 
or ſingle, men having, like Timothy 
ſtudied the holy ſcriptures from their 
infancy, ſhall be called to the altar by 
the votes and deſires of the faithful, 
with no other hopes, than thoſe given 
by Jeſus Chriſt to his apoſtles, be cer- 
tain that x no inconveniences En reſult 
I ſay i inconveniences 7 Far, very * Sen 2 
it: a modeſt and diſcreet wife, chil- 
dren, ſubject With all chaſtity, depen- 
dants ſubmiſſive and reſpectful will be 


as n examples the 9 of 
: ; riſt 
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vVhich render to all virtue amiable, and 
preach it with. a n and irreſiſt- To 


able voice. 
1 10 


It is YR tos wy that fueh $4 : 
25 I have deſcribe 1, will be unlike. oun 
preſent doctors . and. preachers, ( for 
the abuſe I here complain of, is not ſo 
peeuliarly applicable to your Church, 
as not to diſgrace ours alſo) they will 
not aim, at puzzling, their hearers with 
unintelligible, and unheard of words; 
they will not myſtieally expatiate on 
indifferent ſubjects, ſcarcely mention- 
ing thofe chiefly intended to- promote: 
the glory, of God, by imptoviag our 
morals; no: but they will be maſters. 
of the ſcienee by which ſaints: are 
made ; they will know and e thay | 
of St. Paul, wile cu J 


You expeA,. without 127 Si, 
15 the e ee We, Wong 
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mark that I ſay the abuſe, for I ſhould 


not be underſtood, if you took it, as my 
condemning all vows; no, Sir, lam 
on the contrary perſuaded that vows 
might be an honour to religion and 
the glory of the Church; they might 


per petuate under our eyes the prac- 


tice of evangelical counſels, and pre- 
' ſent to our edification patterns of vit- 


tue, which, by making us aſhamed not 


to: fulfil the precept, would at. leaſt 


inſpire us with the defire of doing it. 


By the abuſe of monaſtic vows, I un- 
derſtand thoſe vows you obtain by 


allurements, from innocent creatures 


who do not know themſelves, of dying, 
to ſpeak ſo, before they are born; 


of reſiſting, all their life long, incli- 


nations enforced. by deprivation, and 


renouncing for ever enjoyments ima- 


gination magnihes and endears, , and 


but too often, repreſents as ſupreme _ 


happineſs; I underſtand thoſe vows 


inſpired by diſappointment, provoked 
indignation, real or fancied diſplea- 
F  fures; 
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ſures; I underſtand thoſe vows which 
'are made to ſecure to one ſelf in a 
convent, without pain, a ſubſiſtence 
deſpaired of, in the world; in fine, I 
underſtand thoſe vows which family 
diſpoſitions and ſettlements force upon 


an unfortunate child, ill uſed by na- 


ture and diſliked, to increaſe the por- 


tion of a ſiſter, endowed with its gifts, 


and adored. 


he. 


Vows ſo e eee Hy inſpired 
by ſuch motives, render but too cre-. 
dible what is reported of the diſcord 


and diviſions that are ſaid to exiſt in 
convents, of their parties and factions, 
_ antipathies and pretenſions . aſſumed 


from family and difference of name, 


the riches or high ſtations of relations. 
T do not then wonder at what they 


ſay, that they are there as vain as 


in the world, proud, ſenſual and ſelf. 


iſh. It is a natural and neceſſary con- 
ſequence of the motives they have 
DEER actuated by 2 in OTE, a * 
of 
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of life. Are your convents of men 
otherwiſe compoſed and more edify- 
ing? You know it better than I do. 


Shall I tell you now, Sir, the vows 
I not only approve, but would en- 
courage? They are annual ones; to 
ſay more, I am ſorry there is not 
in every Chriſtian country, aſylums 
where, - feeured and aſſiſted by ſuch 
VOWS, preſerved inngcence could pro- 
vide precautions againſt the ſnares of 
the world, and loſt innocence be re- 
paired. We are not tempted to break 
through engagements that end with 
the year, and the liberty we know 
we ſhall have at that period, (deſtitute 
of the charms prohibition gives it, is 
not an advantage we think preferable 
to the delights. with which God re- 
munerates the ſacrifice even in this 
world. I ſhould have only one ap- 
prehenſion, which is, that few of thoſe 

virtuous recluſes would, after taſting 
| how ſweet is the Lord, enter again 

a „„ 
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into ſoeiety, to edify us with their 
acquired virtues, in a Hate NP, are 
before all called to. 


I have been told that moſt of your 
hoſpitals in France were under the di- 
rection of a congregation of women 
who engage themſelves by annual 
vows to attend the ſick, to whom 
they were like tender and indulgent 
mothers ; that they were mean while 

of all religious women the moſt fervent 
as well as the moſt ſerviceable; and 
that, however painful and loathſome 
their employ, it was very uncommon 
to ſee any of them return to the world. 
How I admire and reſpect theſe good 
and virtuous handmaids of the Lord! 
What a difference between theſe nurſes 
charity gives to the ſick, and thofe # 
our money er them! ET | 


1 could with it was 60 1 8 vo 
tions the education of our daughters 
Nie likewife committed. * Govetnelics 

in 
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in the habit of vanquiſhing themſelves. 
ſpeaking of the yoke of Chriſi which 
they ſhould know from. experience, 
might do. it with a moving concern, 
and in a manner ſo impreſſive as to 
make it loved. They would continu- 
ally place under the eyes of their 
pupils the example by the precept, 

and by their unqualified ſubmiſſion to 
voluntary engagements, teach them 
effectually that obedience | impoſed, 
upon them, by. both divine and human 


laws, in a ſtate wherein it 15 made 


indiſpenfable.. ey 33 
I mult tell you, "Gre, in | this reſpect 


all my mind and deſires. Were not 
at the ſame time, religious duties as 
well attended to, theſe precious aſſo- 
ciations would be ſtill deficient. Work.. 
in them ſhould prepare for. prayer, 
and prayer for work; but, s you 
may well imagine, I would Br have 
prayer ſaid in a tongue when the * 
could ſpeak nothing to the heart; it 
ſhould. 1 not conſiſt (which, I always. 

7 3 thought 


34 E Jotury ai Mot: Roi: 


thought ſuperlatively abſurd) in the daĩ- 
ly recitation of an endleſs breviary where 
unfortunate creatures have not even 
the fmall conſolation to find in'a known 
language what they are obliged, under 
mw of ſn, to ay in an unknown ore; 

their religions code'Would be the 
edfiefſion of their heart, their eove- 
rfant with their God; and in this their 
book, fitted to their- ſituation, they 
Might daily be impreſſed with a _ 
of their happineſs and obligations. e 


5 I do wad like your OOO 
moſt of them being 'x collection of 
pious ſtories and contrived miracles 
more: calculated to amuſe children than 


to improve others, I ſhould not be 


5 ag ainſt peruſing for edification, the 


life of ſuch as have been ünganned 
| by: their virtues in the ſame IN 42 85 


Pleaſed with Hs; ee e 
to! be realiſed, to the misfortune of 
many, p luffer me, Sir, to in- 

TID | indulge 


> * 
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indulge a little longer my inno- 


cent fancies. In order to be admitted 
into thoſe congregations, the perſons 
ſhould pay with induſtry for their 
maintenance, becaufe neither portions 
nor penſions ſhould be received, as, by 
the privileges they give, the intend- 
ed purpoſe would be fruſtrated. Their 
vows being at an end, they ſhould 
have the liberty to quit the con gregation 
or to renew them; but, except in 
in certain premifed caſes, the congre- 
gation could not diſmifs any one, and 


ſhould be obliged to find them every 


poſſible comfort, both! = health and . 


NH cknels. 2 


„ Eliftiogs W wing the Mer 


tive of ſuch affociations, there would 
be no fear ſelfiſhiieſs and private in- 
tereſt could diſquiet them. Each mem- 
ber once furniſfed with the only things 
wanted, food and raiment, the remain- 
der of | the common ſtock, if any, 


thould be a fund with which charity 


would 
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would not fail helping the Indigent. 


With as much facility, congregations 
of men might be formed, equally. edi- 
tying and ſerviceable. 1 was, for ex- 
ample, ever of opinion, that the in- 
ſtruction of youth in our colleges 
ſhould be entruſted to ſocieties of men 
who would ſo devote themſelves to 
it by annual vows: no compariſon 


can ever be made between inſtructors 
_ afforded by religion, and thoſe inter- 


eſt or any, other human conſideration | 
may procure. Beſides the many al- 


lurements inherent to teaching, (not- 


withſtanding the pain it gives ) the 


opportunity of being inſtructed by in- 


inſtructing, exemption. from earthly 
cares, the guiltleſs pleaſures of an 


ever-pleaſing and innocent ſociety, are 


well known motives, which would in- 
fallibly fill thoſe peaceful retreats with 
famts and learned men who, might be, 


an nene to e and an rns: 
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pPly the wants of nature. 
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I ſhould no leſs approve aſſociati- 
ons formed by repentance, where pe- 
nitent finners could enter again into 
themſelves, expiate, with tears of pen- 
ance, the diſſoluteneſs of a life ſpent 
in criminal pleaſures: but ſtill on con- 
dition that manual labour ſhould ſup- 


Such are, Sir, the vows I approve; 
but ſurely thoſe your Church recom- 
mends and patroniſes, make few peo- 
ple happy, many miferable, and in 
every feſpect do incomparably | more 
evil than good. 

This is, Sir, a very long letter, we 
yet 'T eoutd till prolong it, there be- 
ing many more abuſes in your reli 
gion I have been ſilent upon; but 1 
am afraid to treſpaſs on your time 
Your anſwer to my objections will 
be the rule 1 fall be governed toe as 
to what remains to * laid. 85 
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I have approved, diſapproved, cen- 
ſured: now you will be pleaſed to 
ſay, whether I am right or wrong : 
but I have ſpoken my true ſentiments, 
and let, your judgement be what it 
may, I ſhall not be the leſs, 
Sir, your's &c, 


G. W. 


LETTER 


FROM 1 J- B. B. 10 6. LY 1 55 . 


: 1:0 > "7, 17 


| Sis 


IN N to be as 1198850 as 
roſſible, I will omit ſtating here your 
7» 1 08 they will be ſufficiently 


roneled to ow mind, by my anſwers. 


i The Roman, Catholis asores eiter 
ſtatues nor images: the candles and 
3 which he is ſeen to 

ſurround 
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| a them, are but marks of the 


regard he has for thoſe they repreſent; 


neither does he adore the croſs on Good 
Friday, but Jeſus Chriſt only who 
was nailed on one. If in that caſe 
he makes uſe of the word adore, it is 
to point out that he who died on the 
croſs, and whom he adores is adorable: 
as, when ſpeaking of the reverence 
he pays to ſtatues and images, he uſes 
the word honour, to indicate that thoſe 

they repreſent, are deſerving honour. 


The Roman Catholic acknowledges - 
Chriſt only for the mediator of his re- 
demption, and hopes only in him. If 
he invokes the bleſſed virgin, ſaints 
and angels, it is not to aſk of them 
graces that can ſave our ſouls, but only 
their interceſſion by him who aldne 
can give them, being taught by his 
Church # is good and profitable to invoke 
them,* for that they may help him 
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great perſonage, would ſay to him 
he ſhould imagine capable through his 


pineſs is wrapt up, depends on you, 


| hope; that is to ſay, if I do not fucceed 


ing of thoſe words which, far from 
being an injury to the beſtower of the 
favour, recommend ſo much more 


his humility, and the profound reſpect 
he has for him whom he. dares not to 
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in obtaining thoſe he ſtands in need 
of. The words he directs to the bleſſed 
virgin, when he calls her „is life, his 
hope, have no other meaning in his 
mouth, than the ſame in that of a 
man who, deſiring a favour from a 


credit, of obtaining it for him; you are 
my life, that is in other words, the 
favour I wiſh. for, in which my hap- 


on the pains 1 beg you will take 
in order to obtain it for me; yon are my 


through your aſſiſtance, I B no 
other hope to ſucceed in it. 1 


Every body underſtands the mean- 


the petitioner to him, as they expreſs 


approach but through the mediation 
8 of 


4 
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af his friends: 5 did the good Centu- 
rion of the goſpel, who conſcious of 
his unworthineſs, durſt not himſelf ap- 
ply to Jeſus, and ſent to him the El- 
ders amongſt the Jews, as more ac- 
oeptable to him, * deſiring lim to come 
and heal his ſervant, which they begged of 
him earneſtly, ſaying to him, he is one that 
deſerveth thou ſhouldeft do this an him. 

Luke vii, 8. i 


* 


In the very ſame manner and ſenſe, 
the Roman Catholic requeſts a pure /ife 
from the bleſſed virgin, entreating her 
to procure it, by afking for him graces: 
that can make it ſo. | 


An Saints and 1 know the 
prayers and neceſſities of ſuch as 
make addreſs to them, is no part 
of his faith, nor much his concern it 
ſhould be determined: he ſees in St. 
Luke, xv, 7, that they rejeice over 

one ſinner. that does penance; they are 
then, he juſtly concludes, - acquainted 
n E With 
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with what paſſes her upon earth: 
that 18 * he wants to know. 


4 + 


Ie b be perhaps to be be 
ay out of charity for the weak and 
ignorant, ſome other expreſſions, ' the 


meaning of which could by nobody 
be miſtaken, were ſubſtituted to thoſe 


Vou have here objected to; but ſuch 


is their import and ſignification, ſo 
they are underſtood by the Roman 


eee . 


There is nothing. eee 1 
that is not in time abuſed: the ob- 
ſervation you make, that the ſervice 


of Saints occupies more room in our 


Pray er- books than it ought to do, 
is perhaps but too well grounded. 1 
am likewiſe of your opinion that, not- 


wichſtanding the final intention of the 


Roman Catholic, Who, on any feſtival 
of Saints, always makes God. zhe ulti- 


mate object of all his petitions, it ſhonld 


ſeem better, the feſtival. of a ſaint. 
happening 


'P 
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happening on Sunday, to omit the 
ſervice of the Saint, or make only a 
commemoration of him. 


Ef Te the eien of 
ſaints which the good Roman Catholic 
offered to your reading in his book, 
were never ſo numerous, you cer- 
tainly did not ſee in any of them, that 
he called upon Saints as Mediators of 
his ſalva ion, which you ſhould prove, 
to ground your preſent ohjections a- 
gainſt the doctrine of his Church: yet 
I] will grant it to you: the public di- 
vine ſervice ſhould rather be leſs pro- 
longed than it is commonly with com- 
memorations of Saints, unknown to 
: nen of we Aen. 8 1 

| As to the tongne in Which we per- 
form our Church offices, though there 
are ſeveral good reaſons for it, never- 
theleſs, confidering the inconveniences 
you have fo everely noticed, one can- 
not but wiſh, it was otherwiſe ordered; 


„ | +3 


* a 
_ 
e — — 
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T ſhould think it the more deſirable, 
as the innovations, a tranſlation could 
poſſibly introduce, might be prevent- 
ed, by ordering the text to be printed 
by the tranſlation, and none to be ad- 
mitted but with the approbation of the 
Church wherein they are te be uſed. 

Such a precaution once taken, tranſ- 
lations might as well be read to, and 
fung by the aſſiſtants, as they are read 
in their books by people who do not 
underſtand Latin, and to the edifica- 
tion too of thoſe who ow not how 
to read. „ 


: Now think: the eralnint ſhould be 
adminiſtered under both kinds, and the 
reaſon you give for it, is, that its in- 
ſtitution was made under the ſpecies 
of wine, as er as under that of bread. 


It is true that this banded 6 Was 
Jed: under one and the other 
emblem, as it were to ſay to our 
— that Jeſus Chriſt i is made our 


889 8 food 


Eibe diſcnff Fon oft Aab 65 
56d init, which does not confift only” 


of eating, Hit allo of drinking; bur, 
a N Fpiritua? food, the whole of 
which we befieve to be under one, as 


well as under the other, nothing re- 


maining of bread' and Min but af 
pearances, after the conſecration, the 
authority that ſubmits our ſenſes to 
his words 7: _ obſequiouſneſs of faith, for- 
bids cölldemning the prafiice you dif- 
approve as Contrary to its inſtitution. 
The eſſence of that ſabrament depend- 
ing no more on the taking both ſp 81 
cies, than on the uantity 'of ca 

5 thoſe of your Peisten thing proßer 
= take, when they believe, that he 
who takes but little of each, 1 
the ſame as he' who takes much, 
Wish. for receiving, both kinds, K's 
withſtanding what | faith teaches, is but 
human, and only that of our ſenſes, 
wh ch. we mare not; Pers. allowed to 
conſult. 13 a8 Ang 20 23199 1 
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practice of the Church for the firſt 400 
years after Chriſt, to communicate un- 
der one kind only, or elſe under both, 


as every one thought good; and the 


firſt precept of receiving under both 


| kinds was given to the faithful by 
Pope Leo I. in the year 443. and 


confirmed by Pope Gelaſius in 490, 
not for the . of any abuſe 


erept into the church, but ſor the 
1 diſcovering of the Manichees, who 


being of opinion that Chriſt had no 
true blood, and wine was the gall of 
the devil, uſed to lurk amongft the 
Chriſtians, and receiving under the 


ſpecies of bread only as others did, 


remained undiſtinguiſhed. The cauſe 
of this injunction being afterwards re- 
moved, by the ceaſing of that ſect of 
heriticks, the faithful had as before, 
the liberty of taking the ſacrament 
under one or both kinds; and conſci- 
ons they received as usb under the 
ſpecies of bread ouly, as under the ſpe- 


eies of deen and wine, they were 


XC ever 


38 Co 
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ever ſince univerſally ſatisfied to take 
it ſo, until a new doctrine ſtarting 
on this ſubject, made it neceſſary for 
the Church to promulgate an explicit 
Gpelaration of her faith. 


- Beſides, the words of Chriſt himſelf 
give ſufficiently to underſtand that he 
who takes the ſacrament under one 
kind only, receives as much as he who 
takes it under both; If any man, ſays he, 
eats of this bread, he fhall live forever: 
again, he that eats me, even he ſhall live 
by me: he that eats of this bread, ſhall 
tive forever, John vi, 52, 58, 59. Had 
the taking both kinds been neceſſary 
to the end of the inſtitution, ſurely- - 
Jeſus Chriſt would have ſpoken in a 
different manner. The ſame doctrine 
is to be found, Luke xxiv, 30, Acts 

ii, &c. there being as many texts in the 


ſcripture for thus receiving under one 
kind, as under both. 


1 cannot on this occaſion, omit 
taking 


nnn Se 
* A 


— — A 
3. „ * 
eee e eee eee 


taking notice of the words you make 
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uſe of in your Church, when ſpeaking 
of. the ſacrament of the altar, you 
call it the Lord's ſupper: I think, Sir; the 
appellation wrong, as there is no queſ- 


tion here of the ſupper our Lord eat 


with his. diſciples,” the day before he 
was put to death, but of the ſacra- 
ment. he inſtituted after that ſupper, 


and. of which he did not himſelf par- 


take. ſee Luke xix. 20 Cor. xi, 25. 
it would be beſides not a little ridicu- 
lous to ſay, that the Lord eat his 


oun body, in what -manmokfocver it 


# 


bergndephend, Ach d e 


435 5 1 vere difioutt; Sir, to ad 


| Gros the objection made by thoſe: WhO 


from tlleſe words of St. Luke Xx 19 
Do this in remembrance;of commemoration 
me, would-have it, that tlie Eucha- 


riſt is nothing more than a mere re- 
membrance of the ſufferings and death 


of Jeſus Chriſt: in effect what is the 
| gy _ theo text where we read 


45 7 


5 1 theſe 
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theſe words? How does it run? When 
he had taken bread, he gave thanks and 
broke it, aud gave it to them, faying, this 
is my body, do this in commemoration of me. 


What Taxis? Take bread; give thanks 
and break it: by your bleſling it will 


be changed into my body which is, 
or ſhall be given for you: take like- 
wiſe wine, and give thanks, ſaying, 
this cup is the nem teſtament in my blood, 
and it ſhall be changed into my blood 
. which Mall be ſted for you: you ſhall 
do THIS in commemoration of me; that is, 
by the virtue of your bleſſing which [I 
will make efficacious, ſo you ſhall 
change, in a ſpiritual manner, bread and 
wine into my body and blood; ſo you 
hall take both, thinking of me who 
am to offer up both, à ſacrifice for 
you on the erofs; for it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that Jeſus Chriſt does not ſay 
to his diſeiples to remember, or to 
mate à commemoration- of him; but to 
do what he had juſt done in comme 
moration of him, which is quite dif- 


ferent. This 
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5 This A has been inſiſted upon, 
by ſaying, that there is no occaſion 
for mak ing a commemoration of what 
is preſent. No, certainly; if the man- 
ner of being preſent, is the ſame in 
one and the other caſe; but if at is 
different, nothing oppoſes it; now the 
manner, ſor Chriſt, of being preſent 
in the Euchariſt is totally different from 
that he was in, when ſacrificed for 
zus; therefore there is not any con- 
tratliction in eh a commenmratirn 
IS by the ED e CN 
i 

lik; The. doing bun the Apoſtles, of that 
"which they were ordered by Jeſus 
Chriſt to do, is ſaying what goes by 
the name of maſs ; on which, it is to 
be noticed, that the manner of ſaying 
it, though not different as to its eſ- 


ſential parts, is now very much ſo, ; 


"as to thoſe that are not: we ſee in 
the hiſtory of the primitive C hurch 
that it conſiſted only, at that time, 


in . the Lord"s prayer, De 1 
ion 
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tion of the ſpecies of bread. and wine, the 
receiving of the ſacrament, and thank/giving; 
fo that what more is now a day to 
be found in it, was afterwards added; 
as for inſtance, the names of certain 
martyrs that were firſt mentioned in 
the celebration of the divine myſteries, 
and aſterwards taken into the book 
of the Ow 


„18. may not Nabe pe be 0 to re- 
late here the words and reaſoning of 
Luther on the real preſence of Chriſt 


in the Euchariſt. They deſerve ſo 
much more attention, as he cannot 


be ſuſpected of favouring what they 


call the ſuper, of the Church x of 


Rome. | 


What (day 8 Luther, "tom: vii. 
ed- Wittemb. p. 391) “ but the devil, 
has granted ſuch a licence of wreſt⸗ 
ing the words of the holy ſerip- 
ture? Who ever read in the ſerip- 
9 tures that my ad (he ſpeaks to the 

Calviniſts 


* ” 1 % "= 
» — e 
1 . 
1 ial 
: I : WS | 
„ . p * * my 
: * > P + 
. was RM F 2 * 
* * * 8 bs * 54 wy jy ». — 


y2 Epiſtolary diſcuſſion vn Religion. 


viniſts) is the ſame as the „ien of my 


<« body? Or that i, is the ſame as it 


T frenifies * What language ever ſpoke 
« ſo? It is only then the devil that im- 


++ poſeth upon us, by thoſe fanatical 
% men... not one of the fathers, though 
„ ſo numerous, ever ſpoke as the Sa- 


© cramentarians: not one of them ever 
« ſaid, it is only bread and wine, (Luther 
held what is called impanation) ** or 
« the body and blood of Chriſt is not there 


4 preſent : ſurely it is not credible, nor 
«+ poſſible, ſince they often ſpeak and 
repeat their ſentiments, that they 


„ ſhould never, (if they thought ſo,) 


« not ſo much as once ſay, or let ſlip 
„ theſe words: it is bread only, or the 


© body of Chriſt is not there eſpecially, it 


„ being of great importance that men 
„ ſhould not be deceived. . Certainly, 
in ſo many fathers, and in ſo many 
«« writings the negative might, at leaſt, 

« be found in one of them, had they 
T thought the body, and blood of Chriſt 


++ were not Bos prefent ; but they 


are 
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e are all of them unanimous.” So far 
Luther. 


It is not a little ſurpriſing that, while 
he ſo well aſſerts the real preſence of Chriſt 
in the Euchariſt, Luther does, at the 
ſame time, ſo groſſly miſtake the man 
ner, in contradiction with the very words 
he quotes to prove it; for, to ſay that 
TH1s ſignifies, under or with this bread, is 
my body, is no leſs to wreſt the words of 
the ſcripture, than to ſay, THis is the 
/igu of my body. If Jeſus Chriſt is to be 
believed on his word (which it is a 
blaſphemy to deny) we mult believe 
(and here lies the myſtery ) that by 
his all- -powerfull bleſſing, he has, when 
ſpeaking, now changed into his body 
and blood, what our ſenſes apprehend 
to be ſtill bread and wine, 


7. 
* 6. 
& 
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Were not confeſſion an indilpenüble 
part of the ſacrament of penance, as 
it is proved to be, by the words them- 
_ ſelves of its inſtitution; ( ſince in order 
1 H to 
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to remit or retain ſins, the miniſter 
of this ſacrament muſt know them, 
and cannot know them, but by the 
confeſſion of the finner) I am ſo far 


from wiſhing the ſame with you, that, 
for the reaſon which moved a modern 


philoſoher“, ſpeaking of the exiſtence 


of God, to ſay that, was not God exiſting, 


he ſhould be invented, J ſhould think 
the want of it, a deficiency in the di- 
vine Code. The great and many be- 
neſits derived from confeſſion, place it 


amongſt the moſt precious favours be- 


ſtowed upon us by our heavenly bene- 
factor: it reſtores the miſerable ſinner 
to that peace he was denied, compoſes 
the diſordered mind, and endears again 
hfe to him, whom the ſight of his 
crimes was driving into deſpair: the 
dejected feels his low ſpirits raiſed by 
it: mit, the unfortunate who groans 
under ſecret misfortunes, receives al- 
ways comfort, and often temporal re- 


Voltaire. 


lief 


lief: it is the refuge of the ſlighted 
wife, and the diſtreſſed mother; there it 
is that the former learns how to bear with 
patience the ſcorn and ill uſage of her 
croſs unjuſt huſhand ; the latter to 
_ comply with the will of God who 1s 
pleaſed to take from her a beloved fon : 
There diſtracted parents for the loſs 
of a dear child, gone aſtray, eaſe their 
buriting hearts, while they freely pour 
out their reſtrained affliction: the un- 
happy creature devoted to infamy by 
the vile artful ſeducer who robbed her 
of her innocence, finds ſtill there, when 


abandoned by all, and caſt away, a ſym- 


pathizing friend, a kind and compaſſion- 
ate father; the weak and unexperien- 
ced youth, a neceſſary director, and old 
age its wanted ſupport. 


Your objection againſt our doctrine 
on this ſacrament, ( which is not un- 
like that you yourſelf profeſs in your 
book of common prayer, vitation of 
the fick) has been oftentimes made. 

Hz2 It 


— 
1 
. 


f 
4 4 — — 2 — _ a * 
k —  aaoroG Es. _"Þ- Las, Sh 1 Pa — 4 2 
2 2 * 8 NN N — 5 
ene. 1 2 Io OT FA 0 
8 n n __—_ yt > — — * 7 
3 
N — <# 
= 2 


Og 
: 1 2 4 


er K OAT or 


ſign ASSO 


po mp ery I appro 

g — > u 
r 
— i 


Kn 


— 
ab. we 9 = - 


$5 =» Sw aa + $45 > 
"_ 


— 


As 
OR as. Ae at 


— 
. 


*. oh. 

* 

ee = — 
res _ 


* & ö * Fy Lo 4 1. \ * 
2 N _— — vie. TY" X 3 4 
TONS . 22. ons rr 


A 4 
e. 


eee eee 
a5 an = 


- _— 1 1 — oy F c * TEES - - Ee 
EEE a K OT: e Pr „ 
N {2 N 9 7 9 5 5 * 7 &* AY 
330 — — ace t n e 0 A 


* 89 * 2. 
e 
9283 . 
ap Rita — - 
. res e 


a. „ * — — — — —„— 


76 Epiftolary diſcuſion on Religion. 


It is indeed fpecious, but it will ſe- 
duce thoſe only who do not rightly 
conſider of the matter: the abſolution 
given by the confeſſor to the penitent, 
is always abſolute, though it operate 
but conditionally. What you ſay with 
reſpect to the ſacrament of penance, 
might as well be ſaid of that of baptiſm ; 


it waſhes away the original ſin in peo- 


ple grown up into the age of reaſon, 
who, believe as the Eunuch of Queen 
Candace did; but, though its effect 


be abſolute, yet it is only conditionally 


that the fin is effaced; it is only on 
condition that the receiver has he faith 
required, the want of which fhould op- 


yore the receiving of it. 85 vil, 37. 


But, you add, as no penitent can 
ſay he is in the diſpoſition you require, 
he who receives it, is no more certain 
his ſin is remitted, than he who does 
not: no more certain 'metaphy/ically ; 
granted: no more certain mora/ly, that 
is, has not incomparably better rea- 

{ons 
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ſons to hope it is ſo: TI deny it, An 
aſſurance, ſuch as to give to the peni- 
tent a perfect ſecurity, is not allowed 
even to the juſt; St. Paul fearful of 
being a reprobate, when preaching 
to others, who, though he is not 
conſcious to himſelf - of any ting, 
1 Cor. iv, 4, dares not ſay he is juſti- 
fied, is an undeniable proof of it. After 
doing, with God's aſſiſtance, all that is 
in our power; after uſing every means 
of ſanctiſication the ſacraments afford 
us, weare fill ignorant whether we are 

deſervings love or hatred. What a pe- 
nitent ſinner, who wiſhes to be abſolved, 
has to do, is to excite himſelf to the 
ſentiments, that enſure the effect of ab- 
ſolution, earneſtly petitioning to God 
for them; but to know to a certainty 
he has them, is another grace beſtowed 
on few, to be expected by none, the 
leſs ſo, as ſuch an aſſurance ſhould 
ſeem incompatible with the doctrine 
of St. Paul who tells us, we muſt work 


our falvation with fear and trembling. 
Phil. , 12 63 I grant 
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I grant it you, Sir, that the holy 
fathers are not unanimous on the ſig- 
nification of the texts called upon, to 
prove the exiftence of Purgatory; I 
know very well that St Chriſoſtom 


and others, againſt St. Auguſtine and 


St. Gregory, underſtand the text of 
St Mat. xii, 32, it fall not be forgiven 
Aim, neither in this world, nor in the 
world. to come, as the impolſibility there 
is, for a rich man, to enter into Heaven, 
1.e* Ma great affcutty.; a and the words of 


St. Paul, 1 Cor. iii, 16, he himſelf Mall 


ze ſaved, yet ſo a 'by fire, were in the 
council of Florenee interpreted by the 
Greek biſhops, after the manner you 


fay; but I know alſo the reply of thoſe 


poſed the bene A8 dee, vl | 
to "4 faved,. both in the 3 und 


Greek Ghurch, is underſtood to ex- 


preſs the ſalvation and happineſs -of 
ſouls in Wen 1 


As 
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As to the books of Macabees, they 
ought not to loſe any thing of their 
authorit y, for being rejected, as apo 
eryphal, by your Church, after having 
been received as eanonical for aboye 1300 
years, by all the Chriſtian world; wit- 
neſs the third council of Carthage, held 
in the year of our Lord 397, where they 
are. accounted. canonical books of the 
ſcripture and, as ſuch, regiſtered in the 
eanon : alſo agree ably to the doctrine they 
contain, the conſtant belief and practice 
of the Catholic Church, by which you 
ſay, you would rather abide, than 9 the 

texts I kave quot ed. | 


Now that it is the belief of the Ca- 
tholio Church, there is a Purgatory, 
where departed ſouls are to make a 
ſatisfaction to the juſtice of God, by a 
temporal puniſhment, after the forgiv- _ 
ing of their ſins as to the eternal one 
they deſerved, is made unqueſtionable 
by the ſaid council of Florence, when 
nn biſhops who diſagreed with 
thoſe 


ial 8 + Epiltolary difcuſſion on Religion, 

114 of the Latin Church, on the interpre- 
141 tation of the texts ſpoken of, did how- 
1808 ever declare, they admitted as well as 
1 the latter, a third place, where ſouls 
15 guilty of leſſer ſins ſuffered for a time, 

1 05 till - cleanſed from ſuch- fins; allowing 
14 moreover, that the ſouls there detain-- 
"4 ed from the viſion of God, might be 
1 alliſted wi the n of the faithful. ? 
145 
* That the aQ of St. dee =P 
"ns ing the holy ſacrifice for the repoſe of 
1 the ſoul of his mother, was not, at that 
1 time, a thing unheard of, is e xd 
* uncontroulable teſtimonies. 
ö |: l We make, ſays Tertälian, dwiver- 
fn: fary oblatibus for the dead. Lib. de « co- 
5 rona Militis. Cap. 3. CS 
. St. Epiphanius caps SQ. 8, p. 9121 


* Council of Florence begtn in 1438· dee 
Labb. tom 3, pag. 20: again, pag. 49, whe 
6. alſo the Defin, of the council. pag. 51 . 
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ſpeaking of the practiee of praying for 
the dead, that the Church has tis tra- 
| dition from Chriſt. 


The Apoſtles, ſays St. Chriſoſtom, 


hom. 3, epiſt. ad Philip, did not in 
vain command theſe things, at, in the 


venerable and dreadful m myſteries, the dead 


faould be remem bered. 


We pray for all that die among us, 
| ſays St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, Catech. 5, 
pag. 241, thinking it to be the greateſt 
help that can be for their ſouls, to have the 
holy and dreadful ſacrifice of the altar fire 
in application for them. 


That the aQion of St. Augufline was 
alſo a proof of his belief in Purgatory, 
ant he offered, as it is reported he did, 
the holy ſacrifice with' the intention 
we fuppoſe he had, is likewiſe put be- 
_ yond all doubt, by what we read in a 
ſermon of his, the 172, ſect. 2; , 
the "IO of the holy Church ſays the, 
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and the wholeſome ſatrifice and alms, it is 
not to be doubted but the dead are 9 


Many more quotations as N to 
the purpoſe, might eaſily be made from 
the holy fathers; but, no doubt, you 
think it yourſelf, e 


In fact, reaſon itſelf convinces any 
thinking man of the reaſonableneſs of 
this tenet of ours, I mean, the exiſt- 
ence of a Purgatory ; for unleſs it is 
ſaid that every fin deſerves an eternal 
puniſhment (which,.as there is no. man that 


fometh not, 1 Kings, viii, 46, is an in- 


injury to the goodneſs of our heavenly 
Father,) or leſſer ſins unrepented of, 
do not prevent from entering heaven, 
(whieh contradicts the ſcripture, where 
we read that God will render. to every 
man according to his deeds, Rom. ii, 6; 


and nothing defiled ſhall enter into Heaven. 
Rev. xx1, 27) there muſt neceſſarily 


be a third place, where ſouls depart- 
ing this life with leſſer fins unrepented 
. | of 


* 
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of, are to ſatisfy to God's juſtice, be- 
fore their admittance into his kingdom. 


How long is the puniſhment of ve- 
* offences to laſt after this life? God 


only knows; but if thoſe, for whom. 


our prayers are directed, are ſo miſer- 
able that they cannot be helped by 
them, or elſe ſo happy that they can- 
not want them, they ſhall not be loſt; 
we are aſſured that our peace ſhall re- 
turn to us, Matt. X, E e 


Abgſes crept into the manner of 


granting indulgences, are not to be 


imputed to the faith of the Roman 
Catholic, neither are to be ſo, the er- 
roneous notions ignorance may enter- 
tain about them, both which his 
Church reproves and condemns. Vour 


obſervations upon the cafe of King 


David I have quoted, do not at all 


invalidate the conſequence. hence fol- 
lowing. David was guilty of fins de- 


ſerving an eternal puniſhment: upon 
; the 
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the repentance with which his very 
heart was broken, he is told by the 
prophet Nathan, that the Lord has put 
away his ſin, intimating to him, at 
the ſame time, all the temporal pu- 
niſhments that awaited him, for de- 
ſpiſing his commandments, and doing 
evil-in his fight; therefore there is a 
temporal ſatisfaction to be made to 
divine juſtice, after fins have been for- 
given as to the eternal puniſhment 
they deſerved. This is, to the pur- 
poſe, all the conſequence I draw from 
David's caſe, a conſequence, the juſt- 
neſs of which 1s certainly oby1ous. 


As I have only our faith to vindicate 

to you, and what you have been told 
about a ſuperabundance of merits in Saints, 
was never a part of it, I, by no means, 
require of you, to view it otherwiſe 


has you „ 15 


Vear ohlervatians upon the! impro- 
peiety of the eelibacy. Prieſts are bound 
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in our Church may be too well 
grounded. The promoters of the diſ- 
ciplinary law that preſcribes it, had 
undoubtedly a commendable intention: 
they wiſhed them to be angels-like, 
who angelical functions exerciſe; but 
conſidering its inconveniences, they 
had better perhaps been ruled by St. 
Paul's doctrine, ſatisfied with giving 
it as a counſel; not as a command. 


However it may be, you know very 
well, Sir, this to be in our Church, 
no more than a point of diſcipline, 
which might be altered, as any other 
of the fame kind, ſuch as e taking the 
Sacrament under one ſpecies only and the 
liturgy in Latin, which, without doubt, 
you were yourſelf aware of, when, in 
your firſt letter, you told me carefully 
to diftinguifh between dogmas and di 
_ cipline. Were this known to be as 
great an obſtacle to the return of our 
miſled brethren, to the Church, as I 
am well it is for. many, I 

| am 
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am perſuaded, that faithful imitators 
of St. Paul, thoſe it depends upon, to 
remove it, would inſtantly undertake 


the deſired change. 
Would to God your reflections upon 


monaſtical vows were entirely void of 
truth, and the aſperſion convents lie 
under, had been always unmerited! 
A ſort of life pointed out by St. Paul, 
as the beſt, would not have been ſo 
often reviled and laughed at, by a ma- 
lignant world. No doubt, Sir, but 
vows inſpired by ſuch motives as you 
mention, can hardly be productive of 
effects different from thoſe you have 
too well deſcribed. Senſible of the 
Juſtice of your obſervations, I ſhould 
not be leſs partial than you, to annual 
ones, with. the only difference that, I 
do not ſee any inconvenience ariſing 
from biennial and triennial, in perſons 
proved to be faithful to the firſt, for 
- a ſeries of years. It ſeems to me that 


the * of prolonging their duration, 
my might 
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might be allowed in proportion as there 

would be leſs reaſon for fearing one 
was tempted to repent it. I ſhould 
think ſuch an allowance a kind of re- 
ward to tried virtue, apt to procure 
more and more the glory of God, and 
a greater edification to the ſillerhood. 


What you have been told with reſ pect 
to the virtuous women, whom the di- 
rection of many of our hoſpitals was en- 
truſted to, is moſt certainly true. I 
have been myſelf an eye-witneſs of 
the kind care with which the fick were 
by them foſtered. It was luch, that 
people furniſhed at their own home, 
with every other comfort of life, were 
in ſickneſs begging, ſometimes at any 
rate, admittance into their houſes, for 
the FTI of being nurſed by them. 


I am likewiſe perſectly of your opi- 
nion, that both aſſociations of men 
and women, moved by a deſire of 
working out their own ſalvation, and 


= . 
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effectually ſerving their fellow crea- 
tures, would be, by all means, fitter 
to inſtruct youth in morality and ſei- 
ences, than the beſt qualified indivi- 


duals who undertake it, through inter- 


eſt, or arty other motive beſides that 
of religion: neither ſhould I leſs ap- 
prove of aſylums afforded on the ſame 
plan and conditions, to repentant ſin- 
ners. To how'many unfortunate be- 
ings who die in deſpair, or final im- 
penitence, would they not be the ſaving 
plank in a wreck, a port of refuge! 
I am pleaſed to think, Sir, that ſuch 
praiſe-worthy deſires that cannot ori- 
ginate but from a pure love of God 
and a true charity for our neighbour, 
will at laſt enter into the heart of 
thoſe who have it in their power to 
ſee them executed. 


It is perhaps, Bir; becauſe I am 


delighted with the imagination ; ; but 


1 think a reconciliation between us far 
from corn I impoſſible: were we only 
8 to 
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to underſtand one another, I could 


anſwer for it. You own you had been 
impoſed upon, with reſpect to our re- 
ligious tenets ; that they had been miſ- 
repreſented to you; and pray, how 
many among our numerous prejudiced 
adverſaries, might, better informed, 

own the ſame! Ah would to God it 
was given me to contribute to unde- 
ceive them! Were ] to ſee the happy 
day, when acknowledging their er- 
rour, they ſhould return to the boſom 
of their afflicted Mother, ever ready 
to receive them, ſatisfied I would ſay. 
as the juſt Simeon, Now O Lord diſ- 
miſs thy ſervant. Luke ii, 29. Now 1 
wie depart this life. 


This is, believe me, dear Sir, my 
hourly prayer to our common Father 
and God, which I am confident he will | 
hear in his mercy. The many virtues | 


of humanity and charity you daily 
practiſe, and for which your name is 
every where commended, would not 


13 be 


* 
8 
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be ſufficiently rewarded by all the tem- 
poral bleſſings providence is pleaſed 
to beſtow upon you; they entitle you 
to a better one, and I cheriſh the 
hope they give me, that the long 
withed for moment is not far diſtant, 
when we fhall have only one temple 


and one altar, as we have only one 


facrifice aud one victim. 7 


Be not afraid, Sir, I complain of 
your letter being too long; momen- 
fuons as its ſubject is, I ſhould not 
have ſound it ſo, though you had 


; added your reflections and obſervati- 


ons on the other points of our religion 
you likewiſe think to be fopertitiouſly | 
adulterated. No, Sir, I ſhall always be 
ready to give you on thoſe points, as 


on the others, any explanation, you 


may require of me, having nothing 
ore at heart, than to convince you, 
of The fincerity with which 
1 Fam, Sir, 


LETTER 
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June 1.314, 1797. 
Sir, 

YOUR eoticeflivns are ſo little 
hurtful to the cauſe you defend, that 
you have almoſt made Roman Catho- 
lies of Mrs. E. and me. Depend upon 
this, Sir; it is by being willing to 
juſtify, at any rate, unjuſtifiable a- 
buſes, that the apologiſts of your re- 
ligion do prejudice againſt, and keep 
people from it. Inſtead of ingenuous- 
ly conſeſſing there is no inſtitution, 


however good, into which abuſes do 


not creep in time, and the beſt and 
holieſt are not free from them, they 
obſtinately pretend to vindicate the 
moſt inexcuſable, having always ſome 


plea or other, for maintaining and 


perpetuating their exiſtence. One 
while, they will tell you, what you 
condemn, has for ages ſubſiſted as it 


is 
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is, without conſidering that, what occa- 
ſioned its introduction, poſſibly may 
no longer exiſt: at another time, that 
the Church has declared the practice 
you complain of, to be contrary neither 
"1 to faith nor morality, not reflecting that, 
#1 though not unlawful, it may not be 
. always expedient: but if, what is 
44 become an abuſe, happens to have 
been apologized for, by any of thoſe 
men whole opinions are revered, at- 
tempts for its reformation, border 
upon profancnels, 


This is not the only obſtacle they 
raiſe againſt the end they ſeem to 
have in view; the ſour and ſatiric 
zeal they are actuated by, in all their 
apologies, produces an effect equally 
contrary to their avowed | purpoſe. 
They hardly write a page, a line, 
but they repreſent our reformers as 
objects of contempt and ridicule, la- 
viſhly beſtowing upon them every vice 


and defect at can make a man truly 
____ odious, 
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odious. Were you to believe them, 


they were proud and ignorant hypo- 
crites, who are perpetually contra- 
dicting themſelves. It is by ſuch a 
ſtrain of reaſoning, they expect to gain 
people to their party whom thoſe pre- 
tended ignorant knew | nevertheleſs 
how to draw from them: as if the means 
of bringing an adverſary to one's ſen- 
timent, was to tell him he is a ſtupid, 

void of underſtanding, it being a truth 
not to be denied, that the reformed 
is attacked in the reformer, ſince if 
the one is without judgment, the other 
is not conſiderate Who followed him. 
Thoſe mighty reaſoners muſt indeed 
know very little of the human heart, 

who fancy they may, by ſuch ſprings 
and wiles, direct wy to their mind. 


Your manner, Sir, is totally the 


re verſe, ſo much ſo, that one could 


wiſh to be of your opinion, even when 

there is reaſon to contradict it. Not 

to be behind you, in ſincerity and can- 
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dour, I freely confeſs I am almoſt at 


a loſs how to reply to your anſwers: 


they appear to me, in many reſpects, 


ſo ſatisfactory as to leave but little 
to wiſh for. Therefore not to abuſe 
the complaiſance you are ſtill pleaſed 
to have, I ſhall here confine myſelf 
to a few words on the points which, 
not to lengthen my laſt too much, I 
omitted AP 


I told you, 5 8 I mould return to 


hee article of. the Church, becaule [ 


ſear her voice is often miſtaken, and, 
what are not ſo given for her decrees. 
That the Church, as you define her, 
is infallible, I readily grant; if ſhe 
was not ſo, after the manner you ſay, 


it would be impoſſible to tell when, and 
how we could be convinced of her 


preſent infallibility; for as we could 


never know, to a certainty, where 


the infallibility, not yet in Being, ſhould 


begin, that is the preciſe number 
of voices which ſhould conſtitute it, 


there 
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there would forever be irremoveable 
doubts. To ſay that the Church morally 
univerſal is poſſeſſed of hat infallibility, 
is to ſay nothing more, to the purpole, 
ſince it will ſtill be aſked in what con- 
fiſts that moral univerſality of the Church, 
without which there would not be zu- 
Fallibility, and with which, there would 
be; for the moral univerſality of the 


Church met at Rimini, falling into 


errour, is an undeniable proof that 
any ſuch univerſality of the Church, is 
not poſſeſſed of it. The only Church 
then, as deſcribed by you, is endowed 
with he privilege of infallibility, and can 
zfallibly point out to us any revealed 
truth: againſt her only, the gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail, or the word of 
God is an inexplicable enigma. No doubt 
but it was, becauſe the univerſal 
Chureh was not duly repreſented at 
Rimini, or ſome of her repreſentatives 
were there wanting, that, though the 
council fell into errour, it is, by you 


mn that the Church did "but 
ut 
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| but fince the infallible Church is e- 


ceſſarily, as you deſcribe her, why 


then, as ſoon as a queſtion has been 
pronounced upon, by the Pope, ſpeak- 
ing, as you ſay, ex Cathedra, or by a 


private council or meeting of biſhops 
and divines his Holineſs has approved, 
call you thoſe heretics, who refuſe 
adherence to any ſuch decifions, as to 
a point of faith? Surely your con- 
duct therein, contradicts your doc- 
trine, or I ſhould be glad to know 


the Oran y « 


While ſpeaking to you, Sir, about 


the adoration I thought the Roman 
Catholic paid to ſtatues and images, 
I ſhould have added, to rotten bones 


and old rags, as the honour he be- 


Nows on them, appears to me equally 


idolatrous. In truth, when you ſee 
him proſtrate before ſad relies of a 
dead carcaſs returning to that nothing 


it came from, paying a boundleſs 


_ to ſenſeleſs remains of. a body 
worms 
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worms have devoured; when you ſee 
the pearls and gold with which he 
enriches the ſhrines they are preſerved 
in, and conſider the long and perilous 
journeys he undertakes to viſit them, 
you cannot but think he attributes 
thereto a ſupernatural virtue, and thus 
pays to what ſcarcely retains the name 


of a creature, an homage he owes 
oy: to the Creator. 


-M . been told that inyour Church 
it was forbidden to read the holy ſerip- 
ture! Surely, Sir, this muſt be a calum- 
ny, it being not probable, not eredihle, 
that a child ſhould be denied reading 
the laſt will of his Father; an heir 
the knowledge of the eſtate bequeathed 
unto him. 1 cannot imagine what may 
be the cauſe of this reproach, and 
would CA * for an information. 


1 do not a as before . 
that in certain caſes, traditions are 
to be held, agreeably to St. Paul's 

FTE K command 
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command; but I cannot think it true 
you prefer tradition before the ſcrip- 
ture, which J am the more ſurpriſed 
to hear, as traditions may be falſe, 


like thoſe the Phariſees were reproach- 


r s following, while ſcripture can- 
but undoubtedly I have been 


| dada upon, in this article, as I con- 
leſs it has been the caſe in many others. 


My e e eee are 


not, I am ſorry to tell it you, Sir, 
ſatisfactorily done away by your reply. 


J do not find it at all proved, from 


what you ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt gave his 


Church a power of diſpenſing with 
puniſhments, the diſpenſation of which 


David's contrition, than which none 
has ever been greater, ſhould, if any 
could, have deſerved. But not to 
treſpaſs on your time, I am willing to 
drop here that article, the more ſo, as 


Ido not think it otheryile Aperture. 


- What « they ſay with ele to the 
authority 


F 
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authority you aſcribe to the Pope, that 
you ſubſtitute him for Chriſt, or at 
leaſt, make him his equal, I thought 
always maliciouſly contrived and im- 
probable: I could not be perſuaded 
you believe he has the power of diſ- 
penſing with the law of God, and re- 
cei ve what he is pleaſed to command 
you, with the ſame reverence and ſub- 
miſſion, as if Chriſt was ſpeaking to 
you, through his mouth. Yet, as your 
Popes have aſſumed to themſelves 
rights that might give credit to the 


aſſertion; as that of depoſing Sove- 


reigns, and abſolving ſubjeas from 
their allegiance, poſſibly enough the im- 
putation is not wholly groundleſs, and 
1 ſhould be glad to know thereupon 
your doctrine. 


Without reflecting on mortification, 
we often ſee recommended in the 
ſcriptures, I muſt tell you, the Roman 
Catholic does, in an eaſy manner com- 

ply with the injunction, by obſerving 
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the faſt his Church appoints. She for- 
bids your eating fleſh on certain days, 
but not feaſting Neue once in the 
day, upon a variety of the choiceſt 
fiſh that can be procured. The niceſt, 
diſhes, proyided there. be no fat in 
them, are allowed, and compatible 
with your faſting, as well as the molt 
exquiſite wines. Fine mortification in- 
deed! Do you think, Sir, this to have 
been the faſt of St. Paul, when bring- 
ing, through it, eee unto ſub- 
jection? For my part I really do not: 
my notions of faſt are very different. 
It is not what enters the body, - that defiles 
the: ſoul, and the ſcruples of ſome. 
brethren of yours, with whom I lately. 

happened: to dine on a; faſt day, who; | 
for the world, would not have touched 
with their lips a mutton chop, though 
never ſo hard and dry, yet piouſly 
ſwallowed half a turbot, made me 
heartily laugh within myſelf, but 
were far, indeed very far from edifying 
me. I eſteem ſuch kin to be 


ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat like phariſaical virtues, with 


which God cannot be worſhiped. It 


is on the quantity, much more than 


the quality faſting depends, and as it 
cannot be decepü et to God, but when 
it implies a true mortification, While 
I would intimate it, as an obligation 


incumbent upon every Chriſtian, I 
ſhould take care not to preſcribe the 


mode of doing it, by laws ſo eaſily 
evaded, and which make the evader 
the more guilty, as, to lack of mor- 
5 tification, he unites the crime of hy- 

pocriſy. ' Beſides, Sir, as already ſaid, 

the law-makers in the Church have no 
right to add to the yoke of Chriſt: 

they are ordered 0 teach to obſerve all 
things whatever he- has commanded them, 
Mat. xxviii, 20, not what they pleaſe; 
and this their law on faſting,” that in- 


 terdifts eating meat, under pain of 


damnation, a pain to be incurred only 
by the breaking of his commandments, 
is, foraſmuch as it adds to it, an evi- 


cen abuſe of authority. They maß, 
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Without. doubt, recommend ſuch a 
one ; but to preſcribe it under pain of 


damnation, is teaching, for doctrines, the 


commandments of men, in contempt of the 


azo law tad forbids it. Mat. XV 9: 


Happening to peruſe, ſome tracts of 
yours. on divinity, I very much won- 


dered at finding there, in place of a 


plain and accurate expoſition of your 


belief, and the authorities you ground 
it upon, little more than ſyſtems, ob- 


jections and endleſs anſwers, fit rather 


to make proud ſophiſts, than humble 
diſpenfers ot the myſteries of Chritt. 
Such inconſiſtency, Lmuſt confeſs, con- 
firmed my prejudices againſt your re- 
ligion., Do you really think, Sir, "I 


S + -4 4 


SS 


„NO more d 1 approve, as 1 
# "hg what. you, give in our 


Church for lives of Saints, which i is 


moſily a long and e ſtory of mi- 


racles 
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racles that had never a being, but in 
the over- heated brain of a confident 
writer. I cannot however ſay, I en- 
tertain the ſame opinion of all, there 
being ſome, which, though honoured: 
and adorned by the penman, might 
excite the peruſer to virtue, by exam- 
ple; but, as there are things true that 
are not always /ike truth, I would have 
them free from thoſe unlikely won- 
ders, and offer none to his peruſal but 
ſuch as are calculated to edify him 


I had almoſt omitted mentioning 
your Holy water. Seeing the eagerneſs: 
and. veneration with which it is re- 
ceived in your chapels, by your peo- 

who. catch it with open arms and 
mouth, had you not told me you have 
only ſeven. ſacraments, ; I ſhould have 
reckoned it to be one, from the effica- - 
ey apparently aſcribed to it. Certain 
it is, it muſt have nn property. 
2: 0 0 uin n 

You have likewiſe in your Church 
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numberleſs vain ceremonies, on which 


it has been ſaid (perhaps not without 


reaſon) that the performing of your | 
religious ſervice is not unlike a the- 
atrical repreſentation, and your wor- 
ſhip. of God, a mere ſhew. Much may 


be imputed to calumny ; yet that there 


is ſomething true, is proved by the 
flocking of your brethren, where ſuch 
are to be ſeen, while thoſe of your 


chapels, where there is no ſuch thing, 


are n but little frequented. 


Though particularly fond myſelf of 


muſic, 1 approve in a Church, neither 


your noiſy thundering organs, nor 
your. as noiſy and bawling ſingers : 25 
both are equally troubleſome to my 
ſoul which they ſhould, and could, if 
better adapted to the purpoſ 25 ſooth i in- 
to devotion. I had rather be at a ſilent 
meeting of Quakers, where F might 
* think of, and converſe 
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Whilſt Charity is the mark on which 
we are to be proved Chriſt's diſciples, 
John xiii, 33, you are charged with 
damning, without mercy, any perſon 
who is not of your perſuaſion, ſo that, 
let a man be of a conduct, ever ſo irre- 
proachable, he cannot be ſaved, if not 
in communion with you, and approv- 
ing in all points what your Church 
approves. Any ſuch diſpoſition, that 
reminds me of the good Samaritan; who 
practiſed charity, which the ſuppoſed 
orthodox Prieſt and Levite thought 
not fit to do, is undoubtely the reverſe 
of a Chriſtian 2 


1 
1 i} 


Though do mot myſelf believe what 

| erde of our Proteſtant divines (Whom 
in other reſpects I value ſor their abi- 
lities) have advanced and maintained, 
that the Pope is the Antichriſt, 1 were 
of, in the revelations of St. John, I 
ſhould be glad to know how you re- 
fate this their aſſertion, the more ſo, as: 
Mr. H-—n vo have perhaps heard, 


and 
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and 1 may happen to meet, is him- 
ſelf of that opinion he pretends to be 
demonſtrated, to evidence. It would 
be not a little pleaſure indeed, to ſhew 
him his miſtake, and Mrs. E. in par- 
ticular, would heartly thank you for 
the means of doing it; for ſhe is ſo 
far become the advocate of your cauſe, 
that ſhe wiſhes you to be always right, 

and would be ſorry any objection could 
-in made, "uu could not ar 


Not to omit any thing on a ia 
1 eſteem to be oſ the utmoſt impor- 
tance, that of the #1 ifallibility of the 
Church, I will impart to you a few 
more reflections! upon it. I have al- 
ready more than once expreſſed it, 
that I perfecty underſtand, on your 
expoſition, how the Church is infal- 
. lible; but I want clearly to know 
what you mean by te Church, having 
been told it was biſhops only; our ideas 
could not agree, if theſe were yours. 
I will moreover enquire of you, _ 
| VVV 
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Tam to be certain I am not impoſed 
upon, when told, the Church no? aſſem- 
bed, or as you ſay, diſperſed, has deela- 
red an article to be point of faith ; for, to 
ſay that the Pope has put the queſtion 
to her, (which, conſidering the difficulty 
of doing it, is befides hardly. feaſible ) 
and it reſults, from the anſwers re- 
turned to him, that it is ſo; is by no 
means, an unqueſtionable proof of it, 
ſince it is not impęſſible, but the Pope 


might impoſe upon you, he being not 


excepted by the Royal Prophet, when 
he 0 all n nen are liars. 


14; Wy is an dete ching 1 moth 
ſtill be offended at; this is, or at 
| leaſt, I hear it to be ſo, that you do 
not judge it neceſſary the biſhops de- 
clare, on a queſtion put to them, the 
belief of their reſpective Churches, and 
in ſuch a caſe, their Alence is  fuffi- 
cient! If it is neceſſary, in councils, 
the queſtion be put to, and poſitively 
anſwered wo every one of her repre- 
ſentatives 
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ſentatives, how does it happen that, 
with the ſame reaſons for- doing the 
ſame, it is otherwiſe: done? Why 
ſhould it not be put by the Pope; to 
every particular Church, and the an- 
ſwer in writing, made in the manner 
we ſee it practiſed in ancient councils, 
where we read for inſtance, James, 
biſhop of — interrogated has ſaid: On this 
point, ſuch is the faith of the Church JI re- 
preſent, ſo we- believe and teach. Simon 
biſhop of — interrogated has faid, Sc. and 
ſo on. Certain it is, that unleſs you 
have ſure and unqueſtionable means 
for informing me of a deciſion of the 
univerſal Church diſperſed, there will 
always remain doubts incompatible 


% oak an article hes faith, that admits 


| Vaialy you would fay, that ye 
Church neither approves, nor is ſilent upon 
errour; for the doctrine of depoling 
powers and diſpenſing! ſubjects from 


in 
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in contradici lin to Ile expteſs: commandment 
of God, an errgur taught and profeſſed 
for ages in your Church, is an unde- 
niable proof of the contrary Se 


+ +2 © 4 


WW beneber human Fan is to be 
: pivot under the yoke of faith, it 
is an indiſpenſible neceſſity to con- 
vince it, as much as it ch PHbiy de done, 
of the exiftenee of the law it muſt ſur- 


render to; otherwiſe it is, as oftefiTatd, 
the yoke of Prieſts, not that of Chrik, 
we are made to bear. 1 need n og 
er ho. much... T 

1225 i lam, Sir, yours ae. 
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FROM M. J. B. B. TO G. w. 

. va 15, 1797. 
OU cannot TE me more 


;pleaſare than to ſpeak as you do, of 
my anſwers to your objections and 


obſervations. The hope I conceive from 


it, makes the taſk I have ſtill to go 
through, particularly engaging ; and 
you may be ſure I ſhall exert all my 
powers to do i it, to your ſatisfaction. 


Lou aſk he, Sir. why, in our 
Church, they call one another Here- 
ties, for not adhering as to a point of 
faith, to a deciſion of the Pope, ſpeak- 


ing ex. Gathedra, or that of a private 


eouncil or meeting of biſhops and di- 
vines, which his Holineſs has ap- 
proved. 

It is, sir, becauſe men are not 


walkout paſhons, | and not a few of 
| them 
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them are by paſſions made unjuſt. 


Until a point be declared of faith, by 


the uncontroulable authority from 


which one cannot appeal, it is for- 


bidden to call any man, Heretic, for not 
adhering to it, as ſuch; for that, 
whatever is againſt a man's conſei- 
ence, though erroneous, 1s according to 


the doctrine of St. Paul, /inful in him, 


Rom. xiv. 23; and let the authority 
or number of thoſe who may condemn, 
as unlawful, that which he is conſcious is 
not; as ſoon as'that authority is not 
infallible, he cannot, when obliged 
to act, do it againſt his conſcience.” 
There is only one caſe wherein we 
ought to be determined by ſuch an 


authority as is not infallible, and this 


is, when we are uncertain what to 
do, and there is a preſent neceſſity of 
acting. No doubt but, in ſuch a caſe, 
we muſt ſide with the number, and 


for want of one infallible, be ruled 
by the e authority. | 7 
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8 This doctrine of St. Paul has been 
explained, by the notions our Church | 
gives of Hereſy, which ſhe defines, as al- 
ready ſaid, a vohun¹t˙ry and obſfinate errunr 
of the mind 4 5 the true faith, and this 
cannot be viewed as ſuch, but when 
declared to be ſo, 80 1 au- 
thority.. we OT e e eee 


Igreeabiy to that undeniable prin- 
eiple, though St. Cyprian contend- 
ing, againſt. the Pope St. Stephen, 
that thoſe who had been baptized by 
Heretics, ſhould, . when admitted into 
the Church, be baptized again, was 
condemned by the ſaid Pope and ſe» 
veral particular Councils, St. Auguſtin 
does not heſitate to ſay, that, St. Cyprian 
was not a Heretic, eng! in erronr, be- 


cauſe” the Gatholic ee had; not der 
vided che eee 9 5 04 I 


. 
ond ſpeakias follows; F any ant 
457/78 to 20! a 62 bel beſides that which 


you 


1 
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you have received, let him be anathema, 
Gal. i. 9, ſays, on the preſent mat- 
ter, 1 Cor. viii, even more than want. 
ed, to eſtabliſh the Catholic doctrine, 
inaſmuch as he pronounces it to be 
ſinful in a nan to do what is there ſpo- 
ken of, againſt his conſcience vincibly 
erroneous, While we ſuppoſe a caſe, 
when it is 7vincibly ſo; the reaſon, for 
ot. Paul, to ſpeak as he does, 1s that 


meat of which is there queſtion, com- 


—_— us not to God; for neither, ſays 

, if we eat, ſhall we abound, nor if 
We 30 not, Mall we want. 1 Cor. viii, 8. 
Had the caſe been different, ſo would 
have been his ſpeech. 


The Roman Catholie believes it 
damnable to think there is any ſuper- 
natural virtue in Relics of Saints: if 
he keeps with veneration, and care- 
fully preſerves them in ſhrines, it is 


| becaule he looks upon them, as remains 


of bodies in which Jeſus Chriſt has, in 


a ſpecial manner, been glorified, and 


52 „ _ God 
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4 | God himſelf has been pleaſed to ho- 
1 Nour the Relics of his favourite Ser- 
F vants, by making them inſtruments 
Y of many miraeles he has viſibly worked 


. by them, as is manifeſt upon unde- 
[ niahble records; but there is nothing 
in the honour he pas to them, like that 
he pays to God, it is no more a divine 
honour than that ſhewed by the Jews 
to the ark, to the tables of the law, 
to Moſes? rod; than the regard a well 
bred and thankful child has for any 
thing a dear father left him, as a me- 
morial of his paternal fondneſs; a 
faithful huſand for a ring worn by a 
beloved conſort, whoſe 1 N 
he cheriſnes. | 


Were it true, (which we iby no 
means deny,) that-credulous ſimplicity 
had, without miſtaking the cauſe, at- 
tributed to them fancied miracles, it 
does not hence follow, that God has 
not ofteritimes made uſe of them, as 
infiruments, to work real-ones: Au- 

thentio 


. . — er A — 
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thentic and and evidenced facts proved 
beyond doubt the contrary, that the 
carruptible remains of his Friends may, 
when he pleafes, as well declare in 
the new law, this power and glory, 
as in the old, Moſes's rod, Elias's 
mantle and Eliſeus's bones. ns 
xi, 44, again Kill, 21. Iu 


And why ſhould we more doubt | 
what ſtands proved to us, by ungqueſ- 
tionable teſtimonies, if any were ever 
ſo, than the.miraculous cures of dis- 
eaſes, wrought by. the ſhadow of St, 
Peter, and by the napkins and hand- 
kerchiefs that had but touched the bo- 
dy of St. Paul, Acts v. 15: again xix 
12. Let us not inconſiderately be- 
lieve; let us try the ſpirits, but at 
the ſame time, let us not think God's arm 
ſhortened, nor, weakly imagine he may 
be-offended at the honour we pay to 


| the infiruments of his- almighty power, 


dur Church daes w, as you haue 
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been erroneouſly told, forbid her chil- 
dren to read the ſcripture, not even 
in vulgar languages into which it has, 
to that very purpoſe, been, for ages, 


tranſlated; but taught by St. Peter, 


There are certain things in St. Pauls epiſtles, 
hard io be underſtood, which the unlearned 
and unſtable wreft, as aljo the reſt of the 
ſeriptures, to their own perdition ; 2 Pet. iii, 
16; and by St. Paul, that great many 
adulterate the word of God ; 2 Cor. ii, 17, 
ſhe has thought fit to take ſome precau- 


tions, which particular cireumſtances 


required, againſt raſh interpretations, 
preſumption and pride are too apt to 


make, declaring nobody ſhould pre. 


ſume to interpret the ſcripture, to one's 
private judgment, as it belongs to her 
excluſively, to point out its true ſi, Ig 
nification. Council of Trent, ſeſſ. 4. 


The many ſes aauy brought ritt 
in this country, by the unlimited liber- 
ty every one claims, of interpreting 


the ſeripture, to Ins 1 885 6 
are 


. mine 
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are a ſenſible proof of the nereſſity 


there 1 is to: pat: a. reſtraint upon u 52 


V{1 : #4343 #7} þ& 117 'S 


As. ta what vou have heard, that. 


« £ © 45 + & 


lic, Wales of faith i in ag to * 


ſcripture, you have not been rightly 


in lormed; the Roman Catholic ons 
the ſcripture, fo be of the greateſt 
authority upon ing but as:all things! 
to be believed, are not written, 2 Theff. 

it, 14, and thoſe. that are written, 
had, before they were ſo, heen trans- 
mitted and delivered by tradition, (the 
only way of coming then to the know 
ledge of what was of faith, and what 
was not,) he receives and believes that 
which tradition ſhews him received and 
believed in all ages, every zer , and 


by all tlie Chriſtian world, as the word o 


God, with, the ſame, faith he receives 


and belle the ſeripture; therefore 


the Roman Catholic does not prefer 
any tradition to the ſeripture: no; but 
if any article given,” as of faith, is not 
Atte ſufficiently 


r Ü oa * + 42 — — 3 — eros — — — — 4 


rr — en. 
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| ſufficiently explained in the ſcripture, | 
he interrogates upon it, the ſame tra- 
dition that has authenticated the ſcrip- 
ture, perſuaded it can point out truth 
to him, as infallibly i in one OE. as in 
the other. 2 | 


„5 avi not been better informed, 
Sir, with reſpect to the authority the 
Roman Catholic aſcribes to the Pope, 
whom he neither ſubſtitutes for, nor 
makes equal to Chriſt. It is true he 
reveres him as the head of the Church, 
which being a viſible body muſt, un- 

der Chriſt, have a viſible head; but 
whatever reſpect he pays to his per- 

ſon, he does not believe him infallible 
nor impeccable; neither does he be- 
lieve he has authority to diſpenſe with 
the law of God, or to abſolve any one 
from the obligation of keeping, the leaſt 
of his commandments. 


The power ſome Popes bar aimed 


ats of a Sovereigns and dis- 
Fan 
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penſing ſubjects from their allegi- 


ance is by no means a ſufficient 
proof that the Roman Catholic attri- 


butes to them the authority you are 


told he does. It is in the books ex- 
pounding the articles of his ſaith, that 
his belief is to be ſought for, and not 


in the deeds of the Popes he thinks 


himſelf only bound to wann en 
| agreeable to it. 


I am glad of the 3 you 
afford me of expounding at large the 


doctrine of the Roman Catholic on this 


ſubjecl, as it has been oftentimes mis- 


repreſented, and a farther elueidation 
will not be amiſs. 


The Roman Catholic is 1. Path in 
deriving. to the Popes, -or any other 
ſpiritual power upon earth, the au- 
thority of depoſing Sovereigns, and 


diſpenſing ſubjects from their allegi- 


ance; that is a doctrine condemned 


a vr his Church; and which ſhe never 


approved 


* 


420 Epitolary. diſeuſion on Religion. 


approved. He tht believes, Hethat re- 
Ale i pomer, (let it be what it will, 
Chriſtian or heathen,) reſfteth the ordi- 
nance of God, and they who 825 wo 
Was: 7⁰ . 


10 6 "FI as 3 Gln, plains as 
it is, might ſtill appear to ſome peo- 
ple inſufficient, I wall here, lay down 
how he underſtands the words of St. 
Paul: whom-he takes to be the Sov- 
ereign he thinks / himſelf, according 
to his doctrine, obliged to obey, un- 
der pain of diſobeying God. I ſhall 
mean-while, explain the reaſons lis 
belief is grounded n 


Upon St. Paul telling us, every foul 
mißt be fabjeet to higher powers, for there 
# no poder but.” from God, Rom. xi, 1 
&c. it may be aſked whether an 
uſurper thould-. be conſidered a8 4 
power coming from God, and if the 
Precept intimated to us by St. PauPs 
Words, oObliges us to e a power 
as a law ful one. | In 
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In order clearly to anſwer this ques- 
tion, it is to be diſtinguiſhed between 
Sovereignty and Sovereign. St. Paul does 
not ſay there is no Savereigu but from 
God; but, which is quite different, 
there is no ſovereignty or poter (not 
conſidering the perſon veſted with it) 
but from God, it being his will that in 
this world there be governors and govern- 
ed: hence we read, Wiſdom of Solomon 
vi, 3, Power 7s given you (Kings) / 
the Lord, and ſovereignty from the hig ligt, 
who ſhall try your works and ſearch out your 
counſels. This neceſſary diſtinction once 
made, the Sovereign to be ns ean- 
not remain unknown. 


But Key ſay, a gang e 
will dethrone my lawful Sovereign; 
and becauſe I am not able to reſiſt 
them, I muſt obey him they ſet up 
in his ſtead, under pain of diſobey ing 
God? Ip | 


13 

No doubt but you 3 nt is a nee 1 
= -- conſequence 4 

- 4 

* 
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conſequence of the undeniable princi- 
ple juſt laid down. The law im- 
poſing it upon you, is even notably 
impreſſed with divine wiſdom, for that 
it diſpenſes with examining whether 


2 ſovereign is a lawful one, or not, 


which . oftentimes elude human 
enquiry. L327 


But, they purſue, when muſt I 
obey- the. uſurper? They yeſterday 
dethroned my Ms ack muſt L ! 
him to-day ? 


You muſt 100 him from the very 
moment his law is promulged, and he 
can with the ſtvord he bears, force obedience 


upon you. 

But his power 1s not yet confirmed? 

it is not yet e by ny 
Joreign authority ? 2 


Such a conſideration is of no avail, 
when the commandment is urgent as 
3 in 
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in the text. He may au force you 
to obey; au you muſt obey. It is 
to no purpoſe to ſay that, becauſe his 
power is not acknowledged by any 
foreign government, you are diſpenſed 
with obeying him, as it is no where 
written, that your obedience 1s made 
unlawful for want of ſuch an acknow- 
ledgement, nor that it is neceſſary to 
render it indiſpenſible. 


They inſiſt ſaying : my lawful Sove- 
reign is ſtil] ſupported by a party: 
they ſtill fight for his cauſe: deter- 
mined, as I am, not to forſake him, 
am I not at liberty to quit every thing 
J poſſeſs, in expectation of being re- 
ſtored to it, and go and help him in 
the purſuit of his right, as * as it 
lies in my power? 


No: becauſe by ſo doing, you make 
uoid the precept of God, which admits 
of no alternative, as it is not ſaid, obey 
or go away. Support him, as long as 

| | M2 . 
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you may do it without incurring the loſs of 
thoſe rights, which CHARITY BEGINNING 
AT HOME orders you to preferve above all, 
ſuch as your own ſubſtance, the bread: 
of your wife and children; /% God him- 
ſelf will have you do; but as foon as 
the forfeit of thofe rights, is to enſue 
from your perſeverance in his party, 
lle Same will have you obey the „ 
that * decree it. 


Sen is, Sir, man the fubraiſſion 
due to higher powers, the doctrine of 
the Roman Catholic, If any one of 
his perſuafion, has ever in his deeds 
deviated, or deviates from theſe prin- 
ciples, (and, we are forry to ſay, this 
has but too often been the caſe with 
ad of or. brethren® ) =: 


* There have been Roman Catholics in Eng- 
land and Ireland, who entertained the ground - 
lefs and criminal opinion, it was unlawful to 
take the oath of allegiance to the reigning. 
that of long as thereſhould be any offspring of 


that of the Pretender, an errour which, while 
= on git 
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ought to be imputed to the believer 
he diſapproves and condemns, not to 
the belief, 20/ick alone I have under- 
taken to expound, and vindieate. 


Miniſters of the Goſpel ho are 
commanded to teach the people their 
duty, that he . who' ręſfiſtetl potwer, re- 
 fifeth the ordinance of God; and _ 
Sovereign they are bound to obey, 1 
lie whoſe inſcription the tribute-money AO 
were you, unfaithful diſpenſers of the 
divine word, to countenance, any Way, 
rebellion againſt him, how terrible 


the account to be Tequiret at your 
hands ! $74 | 


De 390 dd not Aiden mortification to 
. ne in the ſeripture; but you 
cannot, you ſay, approve of the man- 
ner the Roman Catholic practiſes it. 
evidently reproved by holy writ, apologizes 
but too well for the reſtraint, from which they 

have, on une condition, been lately releaſed. 
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No doubt but you will alfo allow 
meat to be more nouriſhing than fiſh, 
and of courſe more apt than fiſn, to 
raiſe and keep up our paſſions: where- 


fore if in order to ſubdue, and bring 


them down, the Roman Catholie, on 


certain days, out of mortifieation ab- 
meat, allowing to 


ſtains from eating 
himſelf, in place, ſome fiſh, it ean- 
not be ſaid he takes an unfit way 
of doing it. But, ery you, can there 


2 be any mortification in eating plenti- 


fully of nice fiſh; and drinking exquiſite 


wine? Undoubtedly: not: for Which 


very reaſon the Roman Catholic i is fo 


complied with, by ſuch a mortifica- 
tion, that he exactly views it as you 


yourſelf do; | ſeeing therein thing 


but a change, if not of luxury, at 
leaſt, of entertainment; but from thenoe 


to infer that no good can ariſe from 


the faſt his Church preſcribes, is, ſuf- 


1 fer me to tell you, Sir, to draw, by 


no means a juſt conſequence. 


We 
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Me are taught by our Church, that 
the faſt ſhe wiſhes her children to ob-- 
ferve, conſiſts in a mortifying abſti- 
nence, and they would' vainty, on 
faſting days, refrain from eating meat, 
unlefs any other things contrary to 
mortification, be at the ſame time ſcru- 
pulouſly avoided: from whenee it fol- 
lows ſhe condemns herſelf what you 
condemn, and ſees nothing but the 
name of mortification, where you fee 
nothing of it. She fo far agrees with 
you, in the idea you entertain of ſaſt- 
ing, which you will have to conſiſt 
rather in the quantity of the things al- 
lowed, than in their quality, that ſhe 
requires ſuch a faft to be obſerved by 
thoſe of her children who, on account 
of age, condition, or ſtate of life, can- 
not entirely abſtain from eating meat. 


Beſides, Sir, yon ſeem to ſuppoe, 
| {which ſurely you do not expett to be 
granted,) that every -Roman Catholie 
is enabled by his cireumſtances to ſup- 


PIV 


W 
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ply the want of meat with fiſh, even 


the niceſt. I ſay, you ſeem ſo to ſup- 
poſe, becauſe you cannot but know 
that ſuch a ſupplement is in the pow- 
er of very few Roman Catholics, who 
are only to be cited as examples of 
the preſcribed mortification, when they 
abſtain from | ee themſelves of it. 


1 Sir, when. you quote 


theſe words of Jeſus Chriſt, Mat en- 


ters into the mouth, does not defile a man 
Mat. xv, 11, you do not underſtand 
them, as I hear ſome people do, who 
would have them to be a condemna- | 
tion of our abſtinence from meat, on 
faſting days. It is not a little ſurpriſing 
to ſee theſe words ſo wrongly . applied. 
In effect, on what occaſion did Jeſus 


Chriſt direct them to the Phariſees ? 


CT were reproaching his diſciples} 


ating bread without waſhing, their hands, 
on which Chriſt ſaid : . what enters into 


the mouth," does not defile a man: . there- 


fore, aha Jay, it is againſt the 1 
3 


; 0 
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of Jeſus Chriſt to preſeribe abſtinence 
from meat. Fine coneluſion indeed! 
Surely, in order thus to deceive one's 


; ſelf, one muſt be reſolved to do it, | 
at any rate. 


N 0: What + enters into the month, does 


not defile a man as being bad of itſelf: 
God has made nothing for men, they 
may not ufe with thankſgiving; but 
he who ſaid, what enters into the mouth, 
does not defile a man, has alſo ſaid by his 


Apoſtles, mortify your body; and to mor- ; 


tify one's body, is not to abſtain only 
from what is bad and ſinful, (which 
can never be permitted, ) but at times, 
from what is good, in compliance 
with his will, e 


Grantmtg that the Church has not 
the right to make difeiplinary laws, 
importing an addition to the yoke of 
Chriſt; yet her paſtors cannot be denied 


that, which you acknowledge, in your 


King, of preſenbiog m as he does: 
no 


— 
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no more can they be denied that of 
making, for her government, under 


pain of eccleſiaſtical cenſure, ſuch 
as they think fit for the better accom- 
pliſhing of the precept, as it is a 
neceſſary conſequence of their being 
appointed her governors. Forgetful 
of the bounds ſet to their powers, 
were they to exceed them in points 
wherein they are not promiſed infal- 
libility, ſuch as that concerning - faſt, 
which, as to the manner at leaſt, was 
never received in the Church as à re- 
vealed one, they Al, one day ac- 
count for it. „ 


1 able ation. on x the method of 
teaching divinity in our ſchools is but 
too juſt... T oftentimes thought myſelf 
that the ſtudy; of it might be incom- 
 parably better directed. In fact, when 
we .conſider of the. end therein de- 
ſigned? which is a perlect knowledge 
of Chriſtian dogmas and morality, it is 


obvious that the means 1 do 
| ut 


89 + 7 a 5 
' 1. 44 ö 
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but inadequately anſwer me purpoſe. 


Shall I tell you, Sir, the method I 
could wiſh, was followed: in the firſt 
place, I would have dogmas and mo- 
rality clearly and conciſely defined to 
| ſtudents; and the former carefully dis- 
tinguiſhed from diſcipline, for want of 
which, one may be apt to confound 
them, as I myſelf ſaw. it done by 


ſome people who looked upon any thing 


written, as a dogma. Dogmas ſhould 


be brieflly eſtabliſhed on texts of the 
. ſcripture preciſe and poſitive in the 
caſe; becauſe to found them on texts 


that are nota. direct proof of them, 
and may not improperly be otherwiſe 


interpreted, is, in my opinion, to 


make the truth one propotes to de- 
OE: rather doubtful. 


When, on eee e I 
know, from conviction, what I am to be- 
lieve and teach, of what importance or 


advantage may be to me endleſs diſſer- 
tations 


” 
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tations upon points ſtill undecided, 
wherein they attack, defend, object, 
anſwer, and deliver on obſcure paſſages, 
obſcurer commentaries, ſo throwing 
away, without any improvement, a 
precious time never to be repaired ? 
Of what avail can thoſe tedious and 
too famous refutations of hereſies be 
to me, when to know them to be pro- 
ſeribed by an irrevocable judgment, is 
all I want to know? Inſtead of ac- 
quainting poſterity with the ' offence 
they have given to the Church, we 
ſhould wiſh them buried, if poſſible, 
in an eternal oblivion, with the names 
of their proud and inconſiderate au- 
thors. Was an article attacked be- 
fore me, the truth of which can be 
no longer queſtioned; my anſwer is 
ready: God: has ſpoken by hs Church 1 
cite the oracle, the-diſpute 1s at an 
end. Do they infiſt? St. Paul forbids 
me to reply, 1 Cor. xi, 16: I remain 
filent ; and how eloquent is ſuch a ſi- 
_ lence}! How many things it | ſpeaks 
8 to 
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to the contradictor! No doubt but it 

much better avenges the denied truth, 
than thoſe manifold reaſons certain 
modern doctors, deſirous of making 
ſhew of learning in abounding proofs, 
indiſereetly heap up, not ſeldom un- 
doing by a weak one, what they were 
ſure otherwiſe. to eſtabliſh. 


The baſis of my treatiſes upon mo- 
ality. (which would not be that de- 
livered and taught by Jeſus Chriſt, if 

not intelligible to the ignorant as well 
as to the learned, and which I would 
have freed from all infi ignificant and 
vain diſtinctions with which it is com- 
monly diſgraced) ſhould be a thorough 
knowledge of the 'ſcriptures. No one 
incapable of accounting for, and ex- 
pounding. them ſatisſactorily, ſhould 
be admitted into holy Orders; Reading 

and ſtudying the ſcripture ſfiould be 
then the chief buſineſs I would have 
a ſtudent in divinity apply to. If, to 

a complet knowledge of the ſeripture 


88137 | N and 
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and of thoſe of the civil laws which 2 
teacher of morality ought not to be ig- 
norant of, you add a ſolid and enlight- 
ened piety, believe me, you will have 
Prieſts according to God's own heart, 
115 diſpenſers of Chiift's myſteries, 


1 do not Ad Sir, whether you 
approve of this method of teaching and 
ſtudying divinity, but fuch a one I 
would recommend, conſcious it is be- 
yond compariſon, more conducive to 
the end intended, than that. you have 
u cenſured. | 3 


What! is 1 in our Church, as 
lives of Saints, may, we do not deny 
it, be magnified by the writer and 
not always warrantableas truth, for 
which reaſon the Roman Catholic is 
not obliged to believe any one miracle 
beſides what is in the ſeripture, and 
may, as to others, give them the cre- 
dit he thinks in prudence: they de- 

ſerve, Fonſlering: the honeſty of the 


relater 
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relater, the authority of the witneſſes, 
and ſuch other circumſtances that uſe, 
on like occafions, to gain his aſſent. 
The Church requires no more of him. | 


And now, Sir, if, upon the account 
of hiſtory, no one makes any doubt but 
there was, fuch a man as Czſar, or 
Alexander, or Arius, or Mahomet &. 
and queſtions, not many. partieulars of 
their lives and actions; why ſhould 
they more doubt of the truthof miracles 
related, as done in their time, by ere- 
dible men, fuch as St. Auguſtine, St. 
Jerom &.? They have, at leaſt, as 
much claim to our belief, as hiſtorical 
ſacts no better ee which are: 
unqueſtioned. 2% ö e 


But, they Ny moſt 5 your mira - 
cles are ſo very ridieulous that none 
but idiots can believe them. I hough we 
do not pretend to make any compari- 
ſon between one and the other caſe; 


was not kale. whole doctrine of Jeſus 
Na Chi 


— 
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Chriſt a ſcandal to the Jews, and to 
the Gentiles, a folly? And are there 
not miracles and facts in the old Teſta- 
ment one might: as well think ridicu- 
lous? Take but faith away, what be- 
comes, for inſtance, of Balaam ſpo- 
ken to, by his aſs, of Sampſon and his 
aa Hotes Elias and his fiery chariot, 
Eltſha's mantle, ax- head and dead 
bones, Gideon's pitchers, lamps and 


trumpets? Were not our unbelievers 
filenced by the authority, could not 


every one of theſe not doubted facts, 
be, with as much apparent reaſon turn- 
ed into ridieule and buffoonery? No 
doubt but they could. Let us take care 
not to pronounce. raſhly on what is 
above the reach of our weak capacity. 
Let us remember theſe never to be 
forgotten words, My thous hts are not 
your thoughts; neither are your ways, my 
ways, ſaith the Lord. Iſa. lv, 8. perſua- 
ded'as weought'to be, that, ifhe is fool- 
11h, who inconſiderately believes every 
thing, he is not wiſe, who denies every 
thing he cannot comprehend. Whilſt 
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© Whilſt 1 ian before you, Sir, the 


wherein God's finger is ſuppoſed to in- 
tervene, make it an obligation ſor us 
to miſtruſt our own judgment, I am 
far from diſapproving the ſentiment 
you deliver on this occaſion. Convine« 
ed, on the contrary, of your obſervation 
being juſt, that there are things true, 


which wear not always the appearance 


of truth, I could wiſh, with you, re- 
moved from our lives of Saints, thoſe 


wonderfully ſtrange facts whieh afford 


_ amitfement rather than edification; and 
the peruſer was chiefly to find in ons! 
N of Virtus, he could imitate. 


The Raman Catholic, 4 not Ste 


buitis any ſanctify ing virtue to what: is 


called holy water j nor does he expect 


from it, any good, any bleſſing or be- 
nefit, beyond its natural effects. He 


reſpects it, becauſe, by the prayers of 
the min iſtær of God, it is dedicated ta 
a N us is a; Church, a ſa- 
JE Ng . cerdotal. 


reaſons which, with reſpe&t to things 
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cerdotal habit, the plats of the altar 
Which are otherwiſe looked on, than 


common houſeès, habits or plate: the 

ſprinkling of it upon the faithful is, as 
it were, a ſpeaking action, by which 
they are warned that, as bodies are: 
eleanſed fromiſpots by water, ſo their 


ſouls muſt be puriſied by divine grade, 


from the defilements of ſin, to be rr 
fo ee Wann af God- 

| it w7 «11; 2 otros 1: $114} þ» 
'Y "That many ignorant; ple ug Jar. 
puloufly and perhaps frperfimrouſly attached, 
to exteriour practices, f moment 
for ſalvation, and only meant to ex- 
eite devotion they by no means ſuppl y, 
we freely confeſs and lament, for the 


ſake of thoſe,” Who; for want of being 


better informed, are offended, at it; 
but you have agreed with me, Sir, 
not to confound the inſtitution with the? 
abuſe, and, if Iam not miſtaken, 1 have. 
ſufficiently, proved that of the 3% 
bunter to be commendable, both in the 
motive it was N and the end 
* to. FE Ws |} 3 
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The rites and ceremonies the Roman 
Cathole Church thinks fit to preſeribe 
in the performing of her divine my ſte- 
ries, have furniſhed our adverſaries 
with another charge. They would 
have it believed that the Roman Caths- 
lig makes his religion ſolely conſiſt in 
gaudy repreſentations, and ſhow, and 
provided he may diſplay in his temples 
fundry ornaments enriched with gold, 

ſilver and pearls; he fancies he has com! 
pleatly fulfilled his duties to God, and 
conveniently worſhiped* him; but "ig 
really this charge a merited be? I. 
beg, SIT you will yourſelf judge i it. 


„The Remaß Catholle 1s taught by 
his Church that the firſt sf Eommand-' 
ments, that Nr God, is Hot 
accompliſhed, but b by thoſe who adore 
him in ſpirit” and i# 1 rb; that 1 no ſa⸗ 
crifice without that of the heart! IS Fi — 
ceptable to him, And he e abominate 
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tholie infer from ſuch a doftrine; he has 
complied with the obligations here im- 
poſed upon him, by decking his altars, 
adorning his temples, and punctuallyyß 
oblerving mere ceremonials? Were 
to fuppoſe you could believe it, 1 ſhould 


imagine, or * might ne 1 as 


OI 1 F786 OTE 
It is true that Hos 3 9 


ngt to be objected to, he thinks proper 


to celebrate, divine myſteries with all 
the external Haien __ ogy che 


poſbly enn, t > rf Ine. 


FIRST. 8 ** is . lach 
cexemonies cannot be unaeceptable to 
God Which he himſelf 3 r 
ſeribeq 1 in de eee ar "too: 


SECONDLY. Becauſe, if ab aſs of 


fe 


an earthly . Sovereign is never better 
diſplayed, t chan by. the orderly magni-, 


 ficegce be 3s lurgounded. with; if ng: 


thing concili iliates him more eee en 


A; £1 + 1 
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and reſpect ; the greatneſs of the King 
of kings, of the Sovereign of ſovereigns 
cannot be proclaimed with too much 
Pomp and ſplendour. 


IN FINE... Becauſe ſach Wy as 
have, as it were, but bodily eyes, (the 
number of which is ſurely not ſmall) 
learn ftill more from what they ſee, 
than from what they may be told, the 
profound and awful reſ pect with Which _ 
they are to approach their God, whhſp 

majeſty 1 iS ſo magnificently declared. 


1 Hence the ss Citizen of Genen 
a man not to be accuſed of bigotry, 
did ſay with his uſual independance, 
that gold and pearls vanity is array ed 
with, ſhould not be ſeen but in our 
temples, there to proclaim the gran- 
deur of Him we meet to adore. 


$ * 


1 Reza Catholic: 6 As 
you do, Sir, charity: to be the mark, 
on which Jeſus Chriſt will acknow- 


. J. Rouftau· | Wu 


'TE 
> 

| 
4 
* 
FF 
0 
7 . 
Ws 

WE 
6 
=. 
: , 0 
on 
* 
» * 
* 

TINY 
2 
6 5 

d 2 

1 
. 
8 
44 
5 Bud 
4 
? $f * 
I” 
22 
* 

"# 

SY 
2 

2 
B82 
9 
— 08 
25 

4 

b 

Fi - 
23 

4 

3 

8 
1 

PR 
1 
1 
4 
1 
. 
3 
* 
1 
wb + 
* 
1 
.% 
9 MW 
4 
"= 

** 
- ms 
C . 
2 
1 
x 
1 
£ 
= 

* 

Y 
* 
1 
at 7 
8 
= 

af 
- * 
* 
2 
: 
* 
1 
”* 
is 

4 
_ 

7 

* 
4 7.4 
1 

*% 

* 
_ 
* 


eee 1 — TIP 8 
U 


3 
9 
* 
» 
i 
#1 
1 
* 


1 
; 
z 
4 
4 
+ 
* 
£ 
3% * 
SY 
1 
1 
— 
3 
» V5 
1 
* 
* . 
4 * 
47 
* 
4 
1 
2 5 
14 
* 
5 : 
FF | 
. 
1 
4 
iS 
. 
= 
tA 
4% 
# 4 
+43 
% 
=" 
*; 
17 
_ 
_ 
4 > 3 
BT 
42 
$ — 
E 
N 
. 
L 
4 
7 
* 
8 
FY 
” 
7 
* 
4 
2. 
ri 
© 
1 
- 4 
bo 8 
* » 
4 — 
5 
E. q 
=_ 
- £8 
2 
1 
by 7 
= 
N 
. & 
43 
4 "= 
U 
11 
= - 
1 
* \ 
£2 
uy * 
1 . 
14S P 
a 
* 
1 
— 
_ 
+ # 7 
. 
*s + 
1 * 
F * 
; 1 
* 7 
== 
£ by 
. 
vi 
Bf 
. 
oY 
>. 
'< 7 
* * 
* 
{> 
p , 
1 
9 
\.- 
. 
43 
r 
Hf 
1 
4 
* 
Lt 
*.£ 
£ 
11 
4 2 
17 
4 
2 
40 
"ix 


oe Ra Ss 
CR ones — 


ab , 
FE 
r on, ON — 


- 


v4 My — 
— 


— 
——— — — 
= 4 


— . A, 
rr 
8 n 4 . re 


5 — R> 


- 
* ö 

1 
* 


142 Epiſtolury diſcuſſion on Religion. 
ledge us for his diſeiples, and is far 
frem holding à different dovtrine ; 
therefore there cannot be any differ- 
ence of opinion between us but about 
the nature of the charity that is to be 
| fo, the mark. of the children of. God ; 
which it is incumbent to determine. 
Its. characters are fully explained by 
St Paul, 1 Cor. xiii. 4, &c. and that 
of them, upon which they ground the 
reproach here laid to the charge of the 
Roman Catholic, undoubtedly i 185 that 
it does not think evil; but, pray, Sir, 
does. it from thence follow that one 
muſt, out of charity, ſee good, where 
good'i is not? Approve what God dis- 
approves; and whit he exprelsly tells 
us that there is. only. one way to 
Heaven, charitably grant that there 
is more than one? For my part I do 
not believe it; and yet this ſeems to 
be the conſequence of the / repraach 
laid at our door; for unleſs” it is ſaid, 
_ againſt St. Paul's doctrine 2 Cor i, 18, 
that there is in God yes and no, ”_— 
fait 
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faith is not neceſſarily one, we cannot 
ſay, for example, that thoſe two people 
have the ſame, one of which denies 
Jeſus Chriſt to be God, Wien the other 
A 1 

Therefore the til RE: bare to 


'by aſcertained is, whether the Roman 
Catholic proves himſelf to be in that 


only way, out of which there is no ſal- 
vation, and whether thoſe WhO pre- 
tend to be in it, as well as he, -are 
not excluded from it, by the doctrine 
they profeſs. I think I have ſhewed 
you to evidence, that the Roman Ca- 
tholic is infallibly put in that way by 
the unerring guide he follows; hence 
the concluſion to be drawn with reſpect 
to thoſe who do not walk in the fame. 
The uncharitableneſs, if any, is to be 
imputed to the Legiſlator who made the 
N not to him who is to be ruled 
by it. If the Roman Cathole is un- 
charitable, for denying what Jeſus Chriſt 
forbids him to grant, ſo is your Church 
when laying, Art. xviii.ot your * 


They 
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They are alſo to be accurſed that preſume to 

ſay, that every mus ſhall be ſaved by the 
law or ſect he profeſſes, ſo that he be dili- 
gent 10 frame his life according to that law. 
aud the light of nature: lo were St. Peter 
and St. ohn; ſo was St. Paul, when 
he ſaid, that if any preach a goſpel beſides 
that which he at preached, let him be ana- 
tema, Gal. 1,9: again, when he 
reckons ſees among thoſe fins of which 
he pronounces, that ey har do fuck 
things, hall not inherit the Mts of God 
nar v, 20. 


-” 


The very A the alan Catholic 
Church gives of hereſy, is an undenia- 
ble proof of the groundleſſneſs of the 
reproach laid to her charge, defining 
it, as repeatedly obſerved, to be g volun- 
tary and obltinate errour. of the mind againſt 
the true faith, ſo that, with us, before 
a man may be aecountable for the ma- 
lice of that ſin, he muſt voluntarily and 
obSinately reject a faith he knows to be 


true, and adopt another he knows not 
to be ſo. "Now 
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Now, can it be faid it follows from 
fach prineiples ( ſurely thoſe of the 
Roman Catholic ) he condemns, as 
you have been told, to eternal perdi- 
tion, any body that does not profeſs 
himſelf a member of the Roman Ca- 
tholis Church? Undoubtedly not.” He 
id taught by her to except all thoſe 
who are out of his communion, o ing 
to- prejudices, of birth or education, 
prejudices they would, if better in- 
formed, eagerly abjure: he 18 taught. 
to except all thoſe: who are out of the 
pale of his Church, owing to their 
boirlg deprived of the means of know- 
ing that truth, they would gladly em- 
brace, if they knew it; and of theſe 
the number is ceftainly much greater 
than it is commonly imagined. It may 
be truly ſaid of them, that they are 
but materially hereties, being really 
ok the Chureh, in the deſire and difpo- 
ſition of their hearts. I could never 
be perſuaded, for example, that a lady 
good. and upright, as is Mrs. E. a 


11181 0 gentleman 
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gentleman of a ſound judgment and 
probity, as is her worthy friend, who 
call not themſelves members of the 
Roman Catholic Church, are not really 
ſo, in their inelination, and that any 
worldly motive, prejudice or reaſon 
whatever might indute them to reject 
the true faith, if they were convineed 
as I am, that it is only taught and pro- 
teſſed "7 the Roman a ra Church?” 


No, Sir: theſe ouly's are tri he 
retics who voluntarily and obſtinately re- 
jet truth they know, to adhere to 
errour, or who not being deprived of 
the means of knowing 5 are unwil- 

ling to make uſe of them, owing to a 

 eareleſIneſs, of which, was it queſtion 
of the leaſt of their earthly concerns, 
they are ſure not to be found guilty; or 
in fine, who fearing more the cenſure 
of the world, than the wrath of God, 
diſſemble it to their own mind as much 
as they can, by endeayouring to per- 


fuade Gnas they are in a good 
faith 
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faith, as if they could hope to deceive 
God, as they may, to their perdition, in 
puniſhment of their wilful blindneſs, too 
well lueceed in a deneiuing themſelves. 


'To ſpeak. my own ſentiment, Sir, 
as an individual, I do thouroughly 
believe that fewer ſouls periſh for the 
ſin of hereſy, than for moſt - other 
erimes and offences. | 


And now judge yourfelf from that 
open expoſition of the Roman Catho 
lic's tenets, whether the reproach he 
lies under, of being uncharitable 1s truly 
a deſerved one. I dare preſume you 
will do him more juſtice, and freely 
acknowledge that the charity they re- 
© proach him with wanting, would be a 
crime God will not ſuffer unpuniſhed. 


Is, or, is not the Pope, the Antichriſt 
that is to come? This, Sir, is a ques- 
tion you put to me, and on which you 


_ aſk wy ſentiment. TY | 
a : O2 Firſt 
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Firſt of all, it muſt be obſerved that 
the name of Antichriſt is not ſo much as 
once to be found. in the Revelations 
of St. John, where the ſigns of his 
coming are by ſome people given as 
obvious; that the ancient fatherb of 
the Church, ſuch as St. Chriſoſtom, 
St. Cyril of Jeruſalem, Theodoret &. 

never bring any paſſages out of the 
Revelations, when they ſpeak of the 
Antichriſt ; and they all unanimouſly 
agree in ſaying: iſt: that the Anti- 
chrift foretold by the prophet Daniel, 
ch. vii, muſt be one ſingle man: adly: 
that he ſhall not come till about the 
end of the world: gdly: that he ſhall 
reign but a "ny ſhort time. 


This doing premiſed, it may be. us | 
gued, as follows | 


The Antichriſt muſt be a ſingle man; 
200 men are not then the Antichriſt, 
as they would have 200 Popes to be. 


7 The 
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The Antichriſt ſhall not come till 
about the end of the world; he is not 


then come for above theſe 1260 years, 
as they Pretend him to be. 5 


The Antichriſt ſhall reign but a ſhort 


hens 200 men who. reign one after | 


the other for theſe 1260 years and 
a more, : are not then the Antichriſt. 4 


Suppoſing that the Popes fram the 
epoch at which thoſe gentlemen are 
pleaſed to transform them into Anti- 
ehriſts, have been ſuch Antichriſts as 
according to St. John, any one is who 
teaches falſe doctrines (whieh they 


ſhould. prove all theſe Popes have 
done) yet certain it is they could not 


be ſaid to be the true Antichriſt who 

according to the fame, 1 Epiſt. it, 18, 

is to come, which they ſhould ſhew 
for the conſiſteney of their ſyſtem. 


We read alſo in the ſeripture that 
* Antichriſt will make himſelf adored; 
f Oz = pretending 


9 
8 

1 
Y 


150 | Epiftolary difcuffion on Religion. 


pretending to be Chriſt ; and does 
any body dare ſay that there was ever 
a Pope who did ſuch things? What 


is called kiſling the ſlipper of the Pope, 
_ which ſome people would perhaps have 
looked upon, as an act of adoration, is in 


reality but what elſewhere goes by the 
name of etiquette de cour, à mere cere- 
monial, which is no more an adora- 
tion in Rome, than the kiſſing of the- 


hand, in St. James“ 8 palace. 


lam not ignorant ol the contrivance 
they recur ita, to extricate themſelves 
from thefe diffieulties they cannot a- 
void ſeeing: they tell us, that 3 
time and times, and the dividing of a time, 
ſpoken of by Daniel, ch. vii, v. 25, 
or 42 months as related in the Reve- 
lations, ch. xiii, v. 5, are 1260 days, 


which in a (prophetic ſtyle, make as 


many years; and that juſt fo long the 
Popiſh antichriſt muſt reſgn. 


* is true we | have two done im 
the 
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the ſeripture, and only two, in whieh 
days are put for years, namely, Numb. 
xiv, 34, and Ezek. iv, 5; and in both 
places we are informed that days unuſu 
ally ſtand for years; but A is not 
one, for ought I know, where years, 
or months are to be reſolved into days, 
and theſe days into years; and unleſs 
we had particular proofs of ſuch a con- 
verſion, and were admoniſned of it, 
as in the above two places, days, 
even in the writings of the prophets; 
are to be taken for days, months for 
months, years for years. 


* 


+5 


But, though that oration and 
wholly groundleſs affertion, was to 
them granted, yet would they not be 


the better for it, as it will be ſtill in- 


cumbent upon them, for the accom- 
pliſhment of the propheey, to appoint 
a certain epoch, at which their Popes 
Antichriſts began, wherein they have 
until now miſcarried. One of them 
having made his computation-from the 
year 
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year 410, the antichriſtian reign of 
the Popes ſhould have come to a pe- 


riod in 1670, or thereabouts ; every 


body knows whether any like thing 
then took place. Another who had 


computed from the year 455 or 56; 


waited, to no purpoſe, for it, in 1715 or 
16. A third Wwho made his firſt Pope 
Antichriſt in 475, has likewiſe Rich 


diſappointed in his expectation in the 


year 1735. Shall the modern inter- 


preters, ſuch! as Mr. H—n, be more 
fortunate? Time mult tell: O Lord, 


what is man, delivered to the vanity 
bas his own - pig 03x R 


I 


While we granted the ltr ground. 
. not to ſay abſurd aſſertion, it is 
well underſtood: that it would ſtill re- 
main to prove how a a fing/e man may 
be 200 men, or 200 men @ /ingle man. 
Until the abettors of ſuch a ſtrange 
and ridiculous opinion, on which you 
defired to know my ſentiment, are able 
to reconcile the many contraditions 

they 
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they fall into, to make it plauſible” hp 
flatter my ſelf you will be ſatisfied _ 
this Gp 9 tog 18 ee 
DA v 
As to What is to hes pi by 
the ſcarlet whore, the fall of which is 
foretold by St. John, none, to my 


knowledge, but thoſe gentlemen could 


till no poſitively tell us. The fathers 
of the Church wlio were not ſavoured 
with than ſame gifts, have generally 
underfiood: by the ſcarier err the 
heathen: Rome, and its heathen Empe- 
rors; with their drefs' of purple and 
ſcarlet. Such is alſo the ſentiment: of 
ſeveral learned "Proteſtant divines; df 
Dr. Hammond in particular, Who, in 
his firſt note on the Revelations, eh. 
xvii, gives aged interpretation in 
theſe words. What is ſaid of the 
«© fall of Babylon, cannot belong to 
as chriſtian Rome .. again in his para- 
phraſe, pag. 927, „ will ſhew thee 
the vengeance that is ready to befal 


« the imperial dignity of Rome, fitly 
66 ſtyled 
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„ ſtyled the great whore..... for theit 
«worſhip: of many heathen Gods. 1 
« ſaw: a woman, that great whore, the 
* zmperial power of heathen Rome, ſeated 
«© on an Emperor in a ſcarlet robe, a great 
„ + blaſphemer'againſt God Kc. ? obo in 


You: have been miäaforggad, Sir, 
when! tald thati'/by - the Church, |: the 
Roman Catholic underſtands, ouly her 
biſhops. The Church, as underſtood 
by him, is the Whole of the faithful 
under the direction of their lawful 
paſtors, which definition implies both; 
with this difference that, according 
to the order eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
the former are 400 Abe en by tur 
Miter. Riss ; 


l Fa you 0 a FR are tele 
awful paſiors, if biſhops on/y ; I will 
anſwer you, that the elders vou ſtyle 
Firers and we, call Cures, who by their 
calling and miſſion, have a flock to 


ſhed, to whom it has been ſaid in the 


% , 


| 4 in 
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perſons of the ſeventy-two diſciples 


they repreſent, He who hears. you, hears 
me Sc. Luke x, 16, and together with 
the biſhops': Look well to your ſelues and 
to all the flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt 
has placed you overſeers, - io govern the 
Church of God, AQs xx, 28, arelaw<i 
ful paſtors, as well as biſhops, whoſe, 
denomination they formerly partook, 

(though of an inferiour rank in the ec-- 


cleſiaſtic hierarchy ;) and of courſe wit- 
neſſes with them of the faith delivered 
to thoſe they ſucceed; which is in- 

anced in what we ſee obſerved at the 


Council of Jeruſalem, Acts Xv, where 


the apoſtles and ſeniors met together to 
e of the. matter referred to * 


45 400 the other queſtion you pat to 


„ how one may know, with cer- 
Kee that the univerſal Church 22 


per ſed has ſpoken on a contradicted 
point, adding that; to ſay the Pope 


han interrogated her (which | you think . 


hardly 
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hardly ſeaſible) and he has declared 
that the anfwers returned to him prove 
it to be ſo, is not a; proof to be ne- 
eeflarily relied on, for that the Pope 
is not excepted by the Royal prophet, 
when be ſaxs, all men are liars; this 
ſhauld- be a» ſatisfactory anfwer, that 
the derilion Mule Pepe ona point he declares 


heithes duly ſubmitted to the. Church, be- 


comes, when not contradifted, her decifion; 
and. is 10 be" received as: ſuch, by her chil- 


den; but:the way of interrogating her, 
you yourſelf hint at, might, (while it 


ſhews that to-be far from difficult which 
you think hardly feaſs ble) eaſily be made 
to anſwer the purpoſe, 1 in ſuch a manner 
as to prevent any impoſit ition you may 
fear, and entirely do away your ſub- 
ſequent , obſervation on, the , Princi le 


generally. admitted, which y you main- 
tain, fromexample, toBes exceptionable. 


FT he Catholic Church being divided 
into metropolitanſhips, poli 


Vibe into \affragan' biltopries; let che 


* * 1 14 Pope 


— * R * 


Ejifolary d di ;/caffon on Rel ion. 187 


Pope, in order to interrogate her, ſend 
the queſtion to each metropolitan, who 
will ſend it to each of his ſuffragan 
biſhops: the queſtion having been put 
to, and anſwered by the vicars, or cures 
in their reſpective dioceſes, each ſuf- 
fragan biſhop ſhall ſend the faith of 
his particular Church; to the metropo- 
litan, who, with that of his metropolis, 
will ſend it to the Pope: the Pope 
after receiving the ſame from all the 
particular Churches, compounding the 
univerſal Church, ſees the reſult, and 
ſends it printed, with the declaration. 
of each particular Church, to each me- 
tropolitan, who gets it Rewrite printed 
in as many copies as wanted, and ſends 
it to each' ſuffragan biſhop . Who does 
the ſame, and. ſends it, each in their 
; refpeQive dioceſes to tte vicars or 
cures, the queſtion has been put to, in 


order for them to acquaint their parti- 
cular, flock. with what Chriſt; has been 
PRO . reveal to his Church. 


[4 


17 
14 
1 
Vt 
4 
1 
kl 
bt 
+ 
f 


P | je "Ak 


* 
* — - 
a 
* * : l 
1 2. * — * 1 * — — * <q — 
— — As.cr.e cmd end q 


1 > KA 
. 
— . 9 e 
* D 2 * — » LY 
—— —— pr ̊ 8 —— — Y 
W II » — ——— — — ITE 


138 Eypiſtolary diſculion on Religion. 


As every particular church could 

thus ſee her particular declaration on the 
queſtion put to her, and the reſult of 
all brought together, proved to be the 
oracle of the Holy Ghoſt, the impo- 
ſition you apprehend, would be im- 
poſſible, while you are certain, beyond 
all doubt, the univerſal Chureh has 
[poken. 


Surely, there is nothing ſo practi- 

cable and eaſy as this way of inter- 
} regating the Church; and ſeeing that, 
in matters of faith, the organs of her 
belief and doctrine have, according to 
your juſt obſervation, nothing more to 
do on a propoſed point than to declare 
what they believe and teach, without 
commentaries or diſcuſſion; it would be 
to be wiſhed that, when the Church 
1s to be interrogated, it was done ra- 
ther in this manner, than to recur to 
a general Council, which it is not al- 
ways poſſible to convene, and which i 18 


always liable to numberleſs difficulties. 
J ſhall 


* 
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I ſhall be ſhort, with reſpe& to your 
laſt enquiry. The ſilence of a biſhop 


on a queſtion put to him by the head, 
and in the name of the Church, about 
the belief and doctrine of thoſe he re- 


preſents, concerning a controverted ar- 
ticle of faith, can only be reckoned 
ſufficient, when it leaves not any room 
to doubt; and for the weighty reaſons 
you produce, one could with that, on 
points fo highly important, an expreſs 
nes was always Cnc 


| „ Perfusced your objeftions and ob- 
ſervations ſtand ſo far ſatisfactorily an- 
ſwered, I ſhall wait for a new oppor- 
| many of convincing you that 


1 am, with ſincere Ne Sir, 


NM. J. B. B. 


lee, „ 2wn 
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LET T ER | 
FROM: 6. w. 10 M. 1. . sf 


ily 1 *, 
Sir, July 199. 2705. 


YOUR laſt 3 heb not a little 
my obligatious to you, and entre nous, 
I begin ſeriouſly. to fear you will make 

a convert of me. I ſhall ſay nothing | 

of Mrs. E. who inſtead of corrobo- 
ra ing my objections, fticks not to call 
into doubt, the ſolidity of any one I 
make, fince ſhe hears and ſees your 
anſwers. I had at firſt, ' but one an- 
tagoniſt, now. I have two, and ſhould 
-willingly look upon the laſt. as the 
moſt formidable. Yet, Sir, unleſs 
you are plagued with my objeRions, 
1 haye ſtill ſomething to ſay; neither 
am I totally at an end of my obſerva- 
tions, your letter affording matter for 
one, with which I thall begin. 


The Roman Catholie, you ſay, is 


not obli * to W any one miracle 
5 | beſides 


* 1 
„ 
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beſides what is in the ſcripture ; neither” 


is he then obliged to believe Saints, 
thoſe declared to be ſo, on ſuch mira- 


eles as recorded in your legends, the 


only criterion however of your Saints, 


without which, J am told, they could 
not get admittance into your calender. 


But, if he is not obliged to believe 


them Saints, Why then does your 


Church ſet up feſtivals to them, you 
oblige him to keep holy and obſerve, 
under pain of deadly fin? Why does 
ſhe anathematize whoever rejects their 
invocations? It ſeems to me very 
ſtrange indeed, I ſhould be obliged to 
invoke as a Saunt, Aa a being 1 in 
„ 

Had you not undeceived me, ſuch 
a contradiction, when you make in 
fact neceſſary, What you ſay to be only 
good and profitable,” would have been a 
powerful reaſon with me, to believe 
as true, the ſcornful ſaying, I was 
nurſed with; he is ignoraut as a Papiſt, 


TAY 4 the 


* * * n * = * ä IDs en — iis 
S CMC ITT COIOITYLILINPTR DTD. 
” 2 5 gee _ _ — — — 


——ů— 
— — — 


— 3 — Or — a 
— — i in * : — 


> 5 
— — ——— — — 7 6 , KI 2483 10 — _ - 
—— , 8 N 2 * 321 4 a: to 


— — - 


—— . — 
rr 2 C0 — 


— 2 atoms. E 
5 D 1 


— —U——ͤ—U— m Ü¹dQ ite or Ione no ee — 


. 
63 


1 * 
oy — F 
4 — 2 = om of N * q pl - 1 * 
. rr OY 0 3 — Loa — _ — * 
2 — = — * — " q * 
. a 0 w n — - — — © - 
1 4 . SES; SR 


u Epifola)y diſcufien on Religion: 

the conſequence here is ſo- obviouſly 
ſtriking. I hope you will not be . 
ed at it, Sir; but this was (upon what 
ground I know not) the opinion then, 
if not now, generally entertained | Lad 


thoſe of: a perſuaſion. 


Upon my meeting, two days ago, one 
of your gentlemen with whom! happen- 
ed to ſpeak, among other things, of cer- 
tain preſoriptions of your Church, I do 
not approye; could you have imagined 


the invineible argument (in his opinion) 


with which he thought to filence me? 
Sir, ſaid he, /et him who, will not hear 
the Church, be 10 thee as a heathen and a - 


publican. As 1 did not think proper to 


enter with him, into ary diſcuſſion, 
(though I could not but ſtare at his 
well choſen quotation ) I dropped the 
ſubject, ſatisfied with telling him, that. 
the ſcripture was. ſo full of charity, 
one could abuſe it, unpuniſhed. 


Sufely, Sir, you will confeſs it: 


I this was a groſs miſapplication of ſcrip- 


Jury 5 


Salam diſaian an Nn. 368 * 
ture, (and I ſear it to be oſten the caſe 


with many of your apologiſts, when 
they quote it.) In effect, what is the 
import of theſe words in the text? 


There is queſtion of a ſin a man might 


be guily of, againſt another, which 
fuppoſes the violation of a divine pre- 
cept ; Jeſus Chriſt, to ſhew the order 
of a fraternal correction, ſays to the 


offended ; Go and tell him (the offender) 


his fault A thee and him alone : if he 
fhall hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother; 


but if he will not hear thee, then take with 
thee one or two more, that in the mouth of 
ioo or three witneſſes, every word may be 


 eftablified; but if he ſhall wer to hear 
them, tell it unto the Church, that is, to 
the overſeers who are placed over thee 
and him, to enforce the keeping of the 
_ commandments of God, in the par- 
ticular church, or congregation you 


both belong to; ( for, to be ſure, one 


would not have him go and tell it to 
the univerſal Chureh) and 7 he fhall 
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neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican ; and 
fo ought to be all ſcandalous and in- 
corrigible ſinners, which the Church, 
after St. Paul's example, 1 Cor. V, 
ſhould charitably take away, from a- 
mon S the Bonk, by eccleſiaſtical cenſure? 

+ "ra 'methinks, Sir. 18 the fare 
* the text in St. Mat. xviii, 15; and 
not at all that the eccleſiaſtic legiſla- 
tors muſt be obeyed, in all and every 
thing, they are pleaſed to preſcribe. ; 


There is a ; reproach, | the Roman 
Catholics lie under, I could with un- 
merited: they are accuſed of being 
cruel, in conformity to, and compli- 

ance with the doctrine of their Church. 
However, I cannot ſay it to be a con- 
ſequence of the principles you have ſo 

far explained; but we have recorded 

in our hiſtory of England, ſo many 
inſtances of their cruelty, that the im- 


= don cannot be Lcd groundlefs: 
| 'This 
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his is another conſideration that Pre- 
judiced/ me very much againſt your 
religion, it being impoſſible for me to 
helieve, that a neligion which can 
juſtify. ſuch exceſſes as the Roman 
Catholies have been guilty of, in per- 
ſecuting the Proteſtants, they made 
martyrs by hundreds, could be that of 
à God-man, who died for his enemies. 


There is no occaſion for obſerving, 
that I unfold my heart to you on every 
point: I was always the more offended 
at this one, as I judge 4noleration to 
be diametrically oppoſite to the ſpirit 
of our amiable Maſter, whom we ſee 
ſo ſevetely rebuke his diſciples, becauſe 
of the deſire they expreſſed, of calling 
_for fire. to come from Heaven, upon 
2 ;city,that had refuſed Hem Amit 


ages. Le ix, 54- 


Yr viber 1 or 1 
1 could add, "IRE ſufficiently, anſwer- 
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think theſe will be the laſt 1 ſhall 
trouble you with; and perſuaded your 


'anfwers to hea: will afreſh entitle 


you to my gratitude, I here anticipate 
expreſſing it, by aſſuring you be- 
' foretiand, that it is equal to the eſteem 
with which 


* am, Sir, < 


„L EHTER 
FROM LY B. 5. TO 7 w. | 


uy 15. 557. 
sir, = 


IF my hffires to your Wenge 
tions, increafes, as you are pleaſed to 
ſay, your obligations to me, your kind 
and flattering reflections, add not a 
little, to the many reaſons I have, to 
hope you ſhall not have known truth 
in vain. Fear not, Sir, I repeat it to 
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you, to tire me with your objections ; 
were you, on this conſideration, to 
omit, a ſingle one, you might other- 


wiſe think ſit to make, I ſhould cer- 
tainly complain of it. 


| Your concluſion, that from the Roman 
Catholic not being obliged to believe 
any miracles contained in our legends, 
it follows, he, is not obliged to believe . 
ſaints, thoſe declared to he fo, upon 
ſuch miracles, is certainly right: no, 
Sir, he is not obliged to believe them 
ſaints, under pain of damnation; nor 
has his Church decreed it to be are db 
gation, for her children, to keep feſti- 
vals ſet up to any ſaint, under ſuch 
pain. Regulations on this ſubject, are 
moſtly, in each particular church, of 
the making of her particular governors, 
who are not infallible; neither, as 
before ſaid, is ſo the Church herſelf, 
on points not revealed. That "thoſe re- 
gulations be not always free from 
abuſe, we are ready to grant, without 


any prejudice to our faith. You 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
: 
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Vou do not Know, Sir, as you K. 
what can be the reaſon of the ſaying, 
with which vo have been nurſed: 


he is ignorant 'as 4 Papiſt: adding, that 
it was the opinion generally entertained 


then, if not now, of thoſe of our perſua- 
; 
ſion ; and you never knew the ground it 


was founded „ i, 


1 may perhaps, Sir, tell it you : the 
the firſt reaſon for it, which occurs to me. 
1s, that it was a proper way of bringing 
contempt upon.; thoſe, they through 


deriſion called Pap its ; ; and of giving 
to underſtand, that reading the Bible, 


(which they pretended the Papiſts were 
forbidden to do,) had revealed to its 
new perulers, truths, until now hid- 
den from them, and without which, 


one cannot but be ignorant, 


{> (367 reafon of the Dine: is that 
in reality, the Roman, Catholics, or 
at leaſt,- moſt. of them, were not per- 


haps at that e very learned, | 
Which 
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which you wall not find very ſurpri- 
ling, when you are informed how they 
were then inſtructed. 


The following are ſome of the laws 
that caſt a light upon the matter. 


29 Eliz. ch. vi. All teachers, or 

| keepers of private ſchools, being Pa- 

piſts recuſants, incurred the forteiture 

of 408. per diem, for the offence, as did 
alſo the maintainers, or retainers of 

perſons of this deſcription, , „ 


Again. Every perſon of whatſoever 
age or ſet, going abroad to receive a 
foreign education forfeited his, or. her 
life eſtate, both real and perſonal. _ 


8 Jam. I. ch. iv. All recuſant con- 
victs were diſabled to be executors, 
adminiſtrators or guardians, not only to 
ſtrangers, but even to their OWN children. 

Again. The bringer from beyond 


2 ſea 
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ſea, printer, ſeller or buyer of any 


popiſh books, incurred the forfeiture 
of 40s. for every ſuch book. 


3 Charl. I. ch. iii. All perſons con- 
victed of giving or receiving a popiſh 
education abroad, or of ſending money 
for that purpoſe beyond ſea, were 
made, not only to forfeit their life 
eſtates, both real and perſona], but 
were, moreover, diſabled to bring any 

action at law, or to preſent any ſuit. 
in equity; and among many other diſa- 

bilities, they were rendered abſolutely 
| 1 of B or dead gifts. 


11 and 12 WM. III. Every ſchoolmaſier 1 


of the Romiſh perſuaſion was 
to * impriſonment. 


A gain. All perſons educated in the 
Popiſh religion, not having taken the 


oath of ſupremacy and allegiance, 
within ſix months after their 5 


the age of 16 years, were made inca- 
- 0 
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pable to take, either by deſcent or 
. purchaſe, any lands, or profits out of 
lands; and the next Proteftant of kin, 
was entitled to receive the rent and 
profit of them, during. the life of the 
recuſant, without being accountable 
to any perſon whatever, for the ſame; 
and an additional forfeiture of C. 100 
was impoſed upon all perſons giving 
their en a Popith education, &c. 


And now, . had the Roman Ca- 
tholics been, at that time, really i igno- 
rant, ſhould you, in earneſt, be ſur- 
priſed at it? For my part, if I am 

ſurpriſed at any thing, it is not, that 
they were ignorant, but that they 
have not all, even to one, renounced 
a religion that brought upon them 
ſuch reſtraint and perſecutions. 


J cannot forbear, on this occaſion, 
from imparting to you an idea that 
preſents itſelf to my mind. I imagine 
a man without prejudice either for, or 
22 5 againſt 
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againſt Chriſt's religion: Iwill ſuppoſe 
him, on account of what he witneſſes, 
deſirous of knowing a religion, by which 
both perſecutors and perſecuted pre- 
tend o be fuled, and he opens to 
this effect; the book ſaid to contain 
its dodrine: which, pray, after read- 
ing in it; The world ſhall hate and per- 
ſecute vou: you fhall be odious to all, for 
my aame : they fhall put-you to death : which 


I tay, do you think he will take for 


the true obſerver of its maxims? Will 
it be, in your opinion, thoſe who 
_ wantonly ſtrip the others of every thing 
dear to them, or thoſe who patiently 
ſuffer it? Will it be thoſe who are 
willing to loſe even their own ſouls, 
rather than to forſake their religion, 
or thoſe who drag them into priſon ; 

and rather than to ſuffer any loſs, are 
always ready to change or modify 
theirs, to the will and caprice of their 
overbearing Maſters ? I preſume your 
anſwer, Sir, it cannot be doubtful. 


As for me, I am fo much ſtruck with 
this 
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this conſideration, that, had I been 
in his place, I could not but have 
ſaid : it thoſe are the true diſciples, who 
ſhall be treated like their Maſter, there 
cannot be any fear of a miſtake ; they 
are pointed out, by what they undergo. 


Your quoter of the ſeripture, whom 


you call one of our gentlemen, (which 


I cannot ſay I am very proud of) de- 
ſerved your reply. The interpretation 


Fou give of the text in St. Matthew, 


ſeems to me perfectly right. 


That the Roman Catholics, un- 
mindful of the ſpirit of the religion 
they profeſs, have exerciſed many 
cruelties againſt the Proteſtants, . is by 
no means to be denied; but that which 
you will alſo acknowledge is, the 
Proteſtants have been guilty towards 


them, of, at leaſt, the ſame barbarities. 


Bear with me only a moment Sir, and 
I will here lay before you, a ſhortened 
relation of the chief tranſactions that 


| Q3 © 1 


— —— — ——— — — > 
y th 4 - — of 
2 
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then took place, which, I am certain, 
will Put it to you Wan all doubt. 


At a time when all England was 
. Catholic, Henry the eighth 


requeſts of the head of the Church, a 
diſpenſation not to be granted. It was 


therefore refuſed. Yon know, full as 
well as I do, what enſued, a ſchiſm not 
to be excuſed by the inexcuſable abuſes 
then juſtly complained of, fince they 


could be renounced, without renoun- 
eing the faith, with which they are 
not to be con founded. However it be; 


actuated by motives one cannot ſay 
inſpired from above, Henry VIII. ab- 


jures this faith, which was that of 
his Anceſtors, and had, for ages, 


made England a ſeminary of Saints. 
He gets himſelf declared Supreme 
Head of the Church, he is about to 

eſtabliſh ; and to deny this new 'title 
of his, will ſoon be "made high treaſon. 


"24 Henry VII, ch. xii, His (Henry's) 
Rn 


- — 
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ſpiritual ſupremacy is acknowledged 
and confirmed, and all ſpiritual ſub- 
ordination to the See oi Rome 1s forever 
aboliſhed ; and every degree of ecele- 
ſiaſtical or ſpiritual ſubmiffion to the 
Pope, is made puniſhable, under the 
penalties of premunire. 


- 28 Henry VIII. ch. X. It is made 
high treaſon to refuſe the oath of fu- 
Premacy, when tendered. 5 


x Edw. VI. ch. xii. The denial of 
the ſpiritual ſupremacy of the infant 
King, is made a crime of high treaſon, 


puniſhable with roman 


2 and 3 Edw. vi. ch. i. An act i 


Paſſed for a general change and uni- 
formity of divine ſervice and the ad- 


_ miniſtration of the ſacraments throughe | 
out the realm ; and the non-conformity 
thereto, is made puniſhable with e 


petual imprifonment, 
2 


1 Elize 
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1 Eliz. ch. iv. Every perſon neg- 
letting to frequent the Church, upon a 
holy-day, is amerced in 124. for every 
ſuch offence, and made liable to all the 
rigour of eccleſiaſtical cenſure. 


13 Eliz. ch. ii. All perſons giving, 
or receiving abſolution, according to 
the rites of the Church of Rome. 
and all juſtices of the peace not dine 
cloſing an offence of this kind, to them 
declared, are ſubje&t to the penalties 


and forfeitures of premunire. 


23 Eliz. ch. i. All perſons with- 
drawing others, or withdrawn them- 
ſelves to the Romiſh religion, with 
the aiders, maintainers, or concealers of 
any ſuch perſons, are made guilty ue 
- hugh treaſon. | 


23835 Eliz, ch. ii. The forfeiture of 

200 marks, and one year's impriſon- 
ment, are made the penalty of ſaying. 
; maſs, and the like term of impriſon- 
(51-4 4 | men 
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ment, with the forfeiture of 100 marks, 
is made the penalty for hearing it; 
and the negle& of attending divine 
ſervice, according to the eſtabliſhed 


form of worſhip, is puniſhable with the 
forfeiture of £20 every month, and 
of £200 every year. 


Again. All Prieſts are ordered to 
depart out of the realm, and prohibited 
to come, or return to it, under the 
penalty of high treaſon ; and it is made 
felony to receive or relieve a perſon 
of that deſcription ; every perfon cons 
tributing towards the ſupport or main- 
tenance of any ſuch perſons beyond 
ſeas, incurred the danger and penal- 
ties of PIO: 


Again, It is nad, that every 
perſon not diſcoyering a Prieſt to a 
. Juſtice of the peace, ſhall be arbitrarily 
fined and impriſoned, at e Queen 8 
Pleafure. 


29 Eliz. 
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29 Eliz. ch. vi. Every feoffment, 
gift, grant, conveyance, alienation, 
eſtate, leaſe, incumbrance and limi- 
tation of uſe of, or out of lands, tene- 
ments or hereditaments, made fince 
the beginning of the Queen's reign, 
or thereafter to be made by any recuſant, 
1s declared void, as againſt the Queen's 
Majeſty, for, or concerning the levy- 
ing of pecuniary mulcts and forfeitures 
of ſuch recuſants; and the option is 
alſo ſubmitted to her Majeſty, of ſeizing 
two thirds of ſuch a recuſant's lands, 
in lieu of the monthly forfeiture of £20, 
for not frequenting the Church. 


3 Jam. I. ch. ii. and iv. A pro- 
clamation is framed againſt perſons 
not frequenting the Church; and if 
any perſon, againſt whom ſuch pro- 
clamation is made, do not make 
their appearance of record, at the next 
aſſizes or ſeſſions, ſuch perſons are 
from henceforth convicted in law, of 
the erime of * they are ſo indicted, 


and 
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and become liable to the forfeiture of 
£20 by the month, or of two thirds of 
their lands, without any farther con- 
viction. 


Again. Every ſubject, either within 
or without this realm, reconciling ano- 
ther, or. being reconciled himſelf to 


the Church of Rome, is declared guilty 
of high treaſon ; and all perſons having 


in their houſes, ſervice or pay, any 
recuſants, are made to pay £10 every 


month, for which they ſhould ſo re- 
tain and maintain them. 


3 Jam. I. ch. iv. Fyery informer 
of a maſs ſaid at any particular houſe, 
or elſewhere, is entitled to one third 
of the forfeiture of the perſon fo ſay- 
ing, or aſſiſting at it. 


Again. Every married woman con- 
victed of Popiſh recuſancy, or not 
conforming within the firſt 12 months 
of her marriage, forfeits two thirds of 
. her 
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her jointure and dower, and is more- 
over diſabled to be executrix or ad- 
miniſtratrix of her huſband. 


Again. Every Popiſh recuſant con- 
vict is declared to be excommunicated, 
and ordered to be treated as ſuch. 
All Popith marriages and baptiſms are 
prohibited under the penalty of £100, 
and burials, of £20, for each offence. 

The life-eſtates of perſons forſeiting 
the ſame, for going beyond the ſeas, 
are to be enjoyed by the next kin, 
who is no recuſant, until ſuch forfeit- 
ing perſon ſhall contorm to the” eſta- 


bliſhed e „ 


7 Janm I. ch. vi. n ms 
woman convicted of recuſancy, for not 
frequenting the Church, is condemned 
to impriſonment till ſhe conform, or 
until her huſband chooſe to keep her 
at liberty, by paying aL 10 every 
month, to the crown, or by forfeit- 
ing two thirds of his lands. 
30 Charl. IL ; 


» 
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| 30 Charl. 2. ſtat. ii. A new teſt is 
framed and required of every perſon, 
againſt trauſubſtantiation, the invocation of 
Saints and the maſs, in order to-exclude 
all Popiſh members from both houſes 
of Ferhament. 3 


11 and 12 WI. UI. Ih vi. The 
reward of (ioo is given to every dis- 
coverer of a Romiſh Biſhop and Prieſt; 
and every Biſhop, Prieſt or School» 
maſter of the Romiſh perſuaſion, ex- 
erciſing their reſpective functions with- 
in this realm, are adjudged to per- 
N ene wy 


9 Geo. I. ch. xviü. The lands ot 
Papiſts are, in 1728, charged with the 


ſum of {100000, over and above the 
double land-tax, which ou: had long 


0s | 


Such i is,. "ae in a very abbreviate 
manner the extreme rigour with which 


the legiſlature of this country has, 
| R % 5 through 
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E - Ahroughalong ſeries of years, Sbndhed 
1 the erime of Popery. Was it, or was 
it not deſerved? The repeal of moſt 

of thoſe ſevere laws, which your juſtly 

beloved King, and unprejudiced Par- 

liament cancel one after the - other, 


anſwer i ufficiently the queſtion. 


But, without otherwiſe bebe ding 

upon eruelties we both equally con- 

demn and abhor, nor examining if the 
Proteſtants were guilty of the greateſt, 
== or if it was the Roman Catholics, it 
mamjay (were the caſe to admit of any 
j apology) be allowed to aſk, which of 
them might have been more excuſable, 

| whether the Roman Catholic who, ra- 
| ther than to adhere te innovations ſub- 
| verſive of his faith, repelled through 
violence, the violence offered, to force 
them upon him, was more ſo, than the 
Proteſtant who offered it. For my 
part, Sir, 1 ſhould think, that, If I am 
not to give up, undefended, my eſtate 
to an * I agg perhaps be 
ſomewhat 
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Compete excuſable. for. defending my 
faith, the treaſure 1 inherited-from my 
Anceſtors, againſt an invader who 
e e take it from. me. 


bs Sir, let the apology. that one 
could make in favour of the Roman 
Catholic, be what it may, I am far from 
exculpating him. The Proteſtant was 
wrong, in the violence he offered to 
the Roman Catholic, to oblige him to 
renounce his faith; and the Roman 
Catholic was not right, when having 
it in his power, he forced the Proteſt- 
ant to retain a faith he was willing to 
renounce. The example of our divine 
Maſter, . who left even his Apoſtles to 
their own choice, when he faid to 
them, vill ye alſo go away? John vi, 18, 
taught them to behave in a different 
manner. When will men be made 
fenſible, that the only way of bringing 
diſciples to Jeſus Chriſt, is cloſely to 
follow his example, to begin iu do, that 
is, to practiſe all virtues, and then 70 
teach? Acts i, 1. R2 - Fam 


184 Epiflolary diſcuſfon on Religion « 
Jam myſelf, Sir, fo much of your 
ſentiment upon toleration, that the 
contrary has' my hearty abhorrence. 
Were J a legiſlator, 'I would have no 
body troubled for his religion. I take 
it to be the greateſt injuſtice, to puniſh 
a man for not thinking as another 
man does ; as if it was in our power to 
to model our conſciences as we pleaſe, 
and to change them as one does his 
cloaths. A man cannot be accountable 
to another man, but for the engage- 
ments he can contract with him; he 
cannot oblige himſelf to have the ſame 
thoughts with another; therefore it is 
a moſt cruel tyranny, to puniſh him 
for not having them, to rob him of his 
ſocial privileges, becauſe his thoughts 
are not your thoughts, and he addreſſes 
his Creator in a way different from 
yours. When properly qualified to 
ſerve our fellow-citizens, what more 
do they want from us, but integrity? 


I was always offended at the manner 
the Proteſtants 


— 
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Proteſtants were uſed in France, and' 
ſome other countries: that people, 
honeſt in their dealings, charitable to 
the poor, and ſubmiſſive to the laws, had 
been kept in a ſort of eivil degradation 
on no other account than that of their 
religious tenets, was, in my eyes, an 
injuſtice that admits of no Juſtification, 
and I ud never appro ve. N 


Sovereiges, ſtrike with as ſword 
of the law whoever franſgreſles it, it. 
is your right and duty; but take care 
not to make our religious opinions a 
government affair: we are to aceount 
for them, to none but God. It is be- 
cauſe Sovereigns faid to men, on this,” 
and no other” altar, you hall offer up your 
ſarrifices, that the earth has ſo many 
times been ſtained with the blood of 
its blinded inhabitants. Leave every 
one of your fubjects to worthip the ſu- 
preme Being, after his own manner, 
fatisfied with offering to their imita- 


tion, patterns of all the virtues religion 
mw im 2 IIA 
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preſcribes, , and ſoon you will ſee dying 
away, that jealous , reſtleſs ſpirit of 
proſelytiſm, which makes one part of 
mankind perſecute the other in the 
name of God, and changes brethren, 
who, acting after his example, ſhould 
give their liſe for one. another, into 
1rreconcileable enemies that reckon for 
a a merit, the implacable hatred they 
r entertain. 


Now, Sir, I ſhould imagine I have 
gone, to your ſatisfaction, through 
the taſk I was to execute; and unleſs. 
.on a further conſideration, any new 
objection occurs to you, nothing, that 
I know, is at preſent incumbent upon 
me, but to pray to Heayen for the 
finiſhing of the work I flatter myſelf, 
is now begun. Were I to hear in my 
own country, which I have the chear- 
ing hope of being ſoon. reſtored to, 


*The decree of 1 15 3 
M. J. B. B. and his fellow ſufferers, was then 


that 1 


repealed. 


Epi ſtolary difeuſſion on Religion. 187 1] 


that my feeble endeavours had, through 
divine- efficacy, been able to remove 
the unjuſt prejudices you ſo far har- 
boured againſt our holy religion, I 
ſhould forever doubly bleſs his good- 
neſs, for having, while he thought me 
worthy to ſuffer for his ſake, made 
my exile a fit occaſion of procuring 
. e | 
* 
1 | am, a and ſhall- N be, with 
bncere N Sir, 


285 N. J. B. B. 
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27th, abel 1 797: 
Se, 


1 do not ſee, even upon a mature 
conſideration, any new objection 1 
could make. 1 frankly confeſs your 


85 | anf wers 


— 
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aaſwers have generally exceeded my 
expectations. I did not indeed think 
your religion could be ſo well vindi- 
cated; and, to uſe Agrippa's words; 
almoſt you perſuade me to be @ Roman Catho+ 
lic. Twilh, ſincerely with any perſow 
prejudiced againſt your religion as F 
was; and many are, might alſo be 
undeceived as I am. Would te God 
that your Church, ſenſible of the ur- 


geney of doing it, may. by ar entire 
reformation of the abuſes J have noted, 
pave the way to a reconciliation, never 
ſo poſſible! Dear Sir, had not theſe abu- 
ſes exiſted, or their reformation ear- 
neſtly been deſired and undertaken, 
what evil would have been prevented! 
It is the fault, ſolely the ſault of the 
heads of your Church, if adoring the 
ſame: God, being diſciples of the ſame 
Maſter, and confeſſing the ſame Re- 
deemer, we do not adore him in the 
fame temple, and preſent our offerings 
at the ſame. altar; but ſo long as, in- 


ſtead of imitating 9 75 Paul, who eir- 
8 eumeiſed 
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eumciſed his diſciple, notwithſtanding 
the deciſion of the meeting of Jeruſa- 
lem, and was every where making 
himſelf all to all, to gain all to Chriſt, 
they will, as much as poſſible, through 
a ridiculous attachment to dodrines and 
precepts of men, deſtroy, in place of 
edifying, create diviſions and d&vote 
to perdition, ſouls he has redeemed by 
the ſhedding of his divine blood, the 
wall of partition will, I fear, ſtand; 
and their pretended zeal that cauſes 
them to croſs ſeas to get diſciples, 
ſhall not have any other reward but 
that the Goſpel tells, is reſerved to 
thoſe they too well imitate. I ſpeak 
it with confidence, Sir, being inter- 
nally convinced of what I ſay: The 
reformation of the abuſes I have taken 
notice of, would undoubtedly recon- 
eile to your Church, thouſands of Pro- 
teſtants. The new ſeas daily ſpring- 
ing among us, out of each other; 
announce the want we are in, of being 


fixed, and never, perhaps, was a more 
auſpicious 


— 


1 Eo eus „ o Rolipion. 
F auſpicious moment to "whe about * 
f arne GW: 24" £145 | 


1 am Saad by Mrs. E. to 


tel vou, that as ſoon as we have done 
With our diſcuſſion, ſhe has one herſelf 
to enter upon, with you, and ſhe 


would take it kind from you, to call. 


on her, on Thurſday morning, between 


ee ene 123 if e 


F 


| on 5 15 evening. a you Called, 
it had been fo exceeding hot, all that. 


da that I was juſt gone out. 1 went for. 


A alk to Kenſington- - gardens, with the 


gentleman in black you have ſeen at 


Mrs. E's. 1. flatter. myſelf I ſhall loſe 


nothing by .it, and you will often give 
me the opportunity of 1 by 


F hh word of mouth, the aſſurance of the 
ſincere gratitude, eſteem and DN 


— 


with which 1 Am, it, 
beg 651 22 DE EA 1 55 W. 
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ERRAT A. 
Page 37 line 1, 8 read, the penitent : 
P. 120, line 1, be that believes, read, he believes that 


Though, conſidering the circumſtances wherein 
it is ſpoken, the meaning of the word /oz4, p. 172 
1. 14, is obvious, yet, leſt it ſhould happen to 
be miſunderſtood, the Editor thinks proper to 
obſerve, that it is uſed here, for 4%. , 


